




Up The Creek - With A Paddle

COLUMNS

Residents across Ottawa have been the benefi ciaries of a program 
that had its humble beginnings as a conversation among community 
leaders in a coffee shop more than a decade ago.  That gathering led 
to the creation of a collaborative program that has eclipsed its original 
brain storming sessions and has expanded beyond the hopes (but not 
the dreams) of its founding members.

The City Stream Watch Project applied for and received funding from 
the Trillium Foundation, with a good amount of assistance from the 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority.  The plaques from the Trillium 
Foundation still hang on the walls of the Heron Park community 
centre.  That original funding was based on a pilot project to develop a 
volunteer based Macro Stream Assessment on four streams in Ottawa 
and Sawmill Creek was one of them.  Donna Silver, president of the 
Heron Park Community Association at the time, was one of the coffee 
chatters who helped to move this project forward from day one.  True 
to form, Donna continued to be an active member as the chair of the 
steering committee until the project was well established and garnering 
provincial attention and the reins of the program were handed over to 
the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority who continue the work with 
1 full time and 1 part time employee.

What is the signifi cance of this program you might well ask.  Starting 
from scratch, based on the assumption that while  large amounts of 
funding was directed towards the larger bodies of water, hardly any 
money went towards looking at other issues in the water tables that feed 
the larger bodies.  Well, in 2003, its fi rst year, the City Stream Watch 
program examined the four approved creeks completing 199 surveys, 
including four fi sh surveys and marked 180 hours of volunteer activity.  
In 2011, 324 surveys were completed, with a whopping 60 fi sh surveys 
and an astounding 1,575 volunteer hours on the record.  Also of note 
is that in 2005, 350 trees were planted along the shores of the creeks 
and streams in Ottawa.  While that is an impressive amount, 2011 saw 
4,000 trees planted by the army of volunteers.  The statistics speak for 
themselves.

When Donna stepped down last year, and handed Heron Park’s role in 
the  program to me, I was impressed with what this program’s goals 
were and the energy of all the volunteers.  It’s an awesome program, 
and I will be providing more information in future issues.  

At our most recent meeting, we invited Donna to attend one more time 
so she could be thanked for her dedication to The City Stream Watch  
program.  The Rideau Valley Conservation Authority presented 
Donna with the paddle shown in the photo, and without hesitation she 
quipped, “Well, now I can say I am up the creek, with a paddle”.  

Submitted by Donald Gregory

Back row, left to right:  Donald Gregory, HPCA; Bruce Clarke,  
Ottawa Flyfi shers Society;  Jennifer Lamoureux, RVCA;  Brian 
Bezaire, City of Ottawa;  Michelle Caputo, National Capital 
Commission;  Front row, left to right:  Julia Sutton, RVCA;  Donna 
Silver, Photo Justin Robert, RVCA

On Wednesday, November 22, Councillor Chernushenko brought forward 
an interim control by-law as an amendment to the Community Design 
Plan (CDP) that many residents of Heron Park have participated in.  The 
purpose of the by-law is to ensure that the wishes of the community in 
reshaping the future growth plans for the Kaladar Area (as identifi ed in 
the CDP) are respected.  In essence, this attempts to prevent the addition 
of Go-Karts as part of the offerings at the recently opened Midway 
business.  

What follows immediately below is a heart-felt letter to the planning 
committee that was submitted by Lisa Woodley and read in full by 
Maritala Robinson, who also added her own thoughts to the presentation.   
It begins with Maritala speaking to the committee:

“My name is Maritala Robinson.  I am a past vice-president of the Heron 
Park Community Association.  At our community association meeting 
last December, we heard about Midway’s plans to locate on Kaladar Ave.  
I was concerned about this at the time because the west side of Kaladar 
is residential housing, and I thought that the noise and traffi c generated 
by Midway would be very disturbing for my neighbours who live there.

What we are keen to address in a very timely manner is the desirability 
of passing the Interim Control ByLaw that would limit the Midway’s 
plans (as stated on their website) to add an outdoor go-karting track to 
their facility, a move that we believe would fundamentally and negatively 
change the character of the whole neighbourhood.” 

Quoting now from Lisa’s letter:

“I’d like to tell you about my neighbourhood.  I can bike downtown in 20 
minutes, drive there in 10.  There are top notch seafood, Thai and Italian 
restaurants only blocks away.  I can walk to the local library, and am 
steps from the primary school my children attended for the fi rst 8 years 
of their education.  My street is quiet, with large maple trees on the front 
and back lawns.  

There is a bocce ball court on nearby Brookfi eld, a park with soccer and 
baseball fi elds, tennis courts, playstructures and a splash pad adjacent 
to the school.  We walk to the Rideau Bakery, Billings Bridge, Farm 
Boy and the Independent Grocer.  We gather at Bella Vista pizza to eat 
together as a family, or with friends to Pelican Grill, Sweet Basil Bistro, 
and Flying Piggy’s.  For the fi rst time this year I walked to the Folk 
Festival at Hog’s Back Park.  We run, bike, ski and toboggan at Vincent 
Massey Park, Hog’s Back Park, Mooney’s Bay, and the beginning of the 
canal. This is Heron Park.  

Falcon Avenue has been my home for the past 11 years. My neighbours 
on either side, as well as either side of them, have all lived here for at least 
as long as me.  We are a community.  We shovel each others driveways in 
the wintertime, and sit on our porches and patios in the summer.  My son 
is the eldest of eight boys who live and play together in the houses that 
surround us.  They are safe, and happy.    

Last December, I got a fl yer in my mailbox from a fellow community 
member.  It contained the sober and surprising news that Midway Family 
Fun Park was planning to move into this neighbourhood.  I don’t think 
many of us realized that the zoning on the street that runs parallel to 
ours, Kaladar, would allow such a thing.  Prior to Midway, this side of 
Kaladar was populated with primarily retail businesses.  I get fabric at 
Rockland Textiles, take my clothes to Sew Fine Tailoring, bought fruit 
and vegetables at the produce outlet, and tile for my new kitchen fl oor at 
World Mosaic.  How could an amusement park that housed an outdoor 
go-kart facility at their previous location be coming to this quiet and 
peaceful area?

I think the initial outcry from the community was perceived as anti-
Midway.  I personally don’t have a problem with the business itself.  My 
children have hosted birthday parties there, and attended those of their 
friends. My primary concern with Midway is the prospect of go-karts 
running a block from my home.  Heron Park is a residential area. 

(Continued on Page 9)

Heated Discussion At City Hall 
Regarding Go-Karts At Midway
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COLUMNS
Heated Discussions (Continued from page 8)

I don’t want the noise.  There are secondary concerns, like increased 
traffic, and perhaps even safety issues, but I think the noise alone is a 
strong enough argument.  Midway without go-karts is tolerable.  The 
traffic and safety  issues are warranted concerns, but they don’t make 
me think of selling my home.  Go-karts do.  

I participated in the Bank Street Community Design Plan consultations, 
and expressed these concerns there.  I was very pleased to learn the Plan 
includes zoning changes that would bar Midway from bringing in their 
go-karts.  But timing is the issue.  If Midway brings in their go-karts 
before the Plan is approved and the zoning in place, my neighbourhood 
and home won’t be the same.  

I don’t think many homeowners would argue with me when I say I 
don’t want to live in the same neighbourhood as a go-kart facility.  We 
all tolerate the occasional bus, plane, lawnmower, snowblower, school 
bell, and siren.  But I chose this neighbourhood in particular because it 
is quiet.  I don’t want anything to threaten the peace that pervades this 
area.   

Midway has chosen to locate next to a residential area.  Whether by 
fluke or fault, the zoning allows them to operate go-karts here.  That 
needs to change.  The Community Design Plan has recognized that.  
But it needs to change now, so that they can’t disrupt the neighbourhood 
that I love.  

Residents of Kaladar, Falcon, Clementine, Gregg, Huntley, Carlson, 
Clover Junction, Brookfield, Dartmouth, Yarmouth, Needham and 
Traverse.  We are Heron Park South, and Midway’s immediate 
neighbours.  Our concerns deserve to be heard over their go-karts.  Please 
adopt the interim control bylaw that will preserve our neighbourhood.  
Thank you.”

Maritala then adds a finishing touch, written by James McLaren:

“Our councillor, David Chernushenko, met with representatives from 
Midway and was told by them that they had decided not to have outdoor 
attractions.  Yet on their web site they state that they will have outdoor 
go-karts in the spring of 2012.  Either they have 1, misrepresented their 
intentions to our councillor or 2, their web site is incorrect.  If it is the 
latter then they should have no objection to the proposed interim control 
by-law since it would not curtail their current operations - it would only  
prevent the occurrence of something they have already promised not to 
do.  But if it is the former then the proponents have - to say the least - 
been disingenuous in their discussions with Councillor Chernushenko 
and the City should take action to require them to fulfl their promise.

The proposed Interim Control By-Law merely prohibits any additional 
usage, specifically outdoor attractions, that would be contrary to the 
new zoning proposed in the Community Design Plan.  Furthermore, 
it would prevent any other potential users from establishing a business 
that would conflict with the intent of the new zoning envisioned by 
the CDP before it comes into force.  If Council chooses not to enact 
the Community Design Plan, the Interim Control By-Law would expire 
and businesses on Kaladar would be free to pursue opportunities that 
are allowed under the current zoning.  

In conclusion, I hope that councillors will support the proposed by-
law.  It does not curtail the operations of Midway in any way beyond 
prohibiting outdoor attractions, an activitiy which they have already 
stated they would not do.  It would also send a strong message that 
promises made to city officials and our elected representatives must be 
kept.  Thank you for your time and your attention.”

Another presentation, also brilliant, was submitted and read by Kathy 
Berquist but it is not available for sharing here at this time.  She pretty 
accurately described the area as “the Kaladar light industrial zone is a 
legacy industrial area that is out-dated and is incompatible with current 
land uses in the surrounding areas” and recommended that it’s time to 
see some positive changes to the area by discouraging approvals that 
would allow go-carts here., referencing the CDP intention to create a 
nature path along the abandoned rail line.   

Midway’s director, Sean Caulfeild told an Ottawa Citizen reporter 
that “ ...although the business’s website still promises go-karts by 
next summer, there are no real plans for them. Between reaching 
an agreement with the landlord, coming up with a design, doing the 
installation and getting all the safety approvals, the process would take 
months, he said. Having just moved the business from Lancaster Road, 
they have other priorities.”   

City council will be considering this matter at the council meeting of  
Dec. 14.  Although the motion passed committee quite easily, it is never 
a guarantee that it will also pass easily at Council.  Residents are urged 
to make their concerns known to Councillor Chernushenko at David.
Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca.   While Councillor Peter Hume, chair of 
planning committee, cautioned rightly that the property owner or the 
business owner would have the opportunity to appeal to the Ontario 
Municipal Board where an approval by city council can be overturned, 
it would appear that the vote of support given at planning committee is 
a step in the right direction in supporting the city’s Community Design 
Plans and for Heron Park’s residents.  

For all your real estate needs, call:
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POLITICAL PAGES

Budget signals a new attitude in Ottawa
Reaction to Ottawa’s 2012 Budget has been uncharacteristically 
positive. At public meetings, in the media and on the street in Heron 
Park, most people seem satisfi ed that it treads a careful line between 
spending and cutting, and that taxes will increase by less than 2.5%, 
as promised.

But there’s more to creating a good budget than simply keeping 
people happy about the level of spending. Equally important are the 
priorities we set for spending and cutting, and how we make those 
choices.

The 2012 Budget is the result of a lot of input from citizens across 
the city. I felt that the mayor and his advisors listened carefully to my 
own critique of past and current spending practices, and my list of 
specifi c priorities. I developed this list by listening to you, by putting 
forward some ideas that I consider important, and by gathering input 
from local community associations.

That there were no big surprises is therefore no surprise. This 
council and mayor are not prone to making sudden, sweeping 
announcements about major cuts, freezes or new spending.

But that doesn’t mean this budget and future ones should simply stay 
the course. A vibrant city needs to be open to creative solutions and 
change. In fact, what pleases me most about this budget is the subtle 
but important shift in direction it signals. Call it a new attitude.

For the fi rst time in my memory, Ottawa’s budget makes a strong 
statement about the importance of maintaining, repairing and 
rebuilding what we already have. For a change, this budget allots 
very little money to expanding our large road network, and focuses 
instead on renewing our existing infrastructure, including local 
streets, bridges, and parks. 

Heron Park residents will benefi t from road, sewer and water main 
upgrades on Bank St. from Riverside to Ledbury, repairs to the 
Billings Bridge over the Rideau River, and completion of the nearby 
Heron Road Bridge over the Rideau River and Canal.

The 2012 budget allocates several million dollars for cycling 
infrastructure as well as more money for OC Transpo to help fi x 
some of the problems with "network optimization". 

And it begins to address the redevelopment and planning headaches 
that plague older communities. The City promises to reduce red 
tape for projects that prioritize effi ciency and sustainability, while 
reining in developers addicted to overbuilding in our communities.

These are just a few of the positive aspects of a budget that I am 
proud to have helped develop.

You can call the 2012 Budget greener, more sustainable, resilient, 
smart or fi scally responsible. The label we choose is of little 
consequence. But I approve of this subtle change in direction, and 
will continue to nudge it further at every opportunity.

Councillor David Chernushenko

613-580-2487 | David.Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca 

www.capitalward.ca

Rob Campbell

OCDSB Trustee Zone 9
Rideau-Vanier/Capital
rob@ocdsvzone9.ca
613 323-7803

Ottawa Carleton District School Board Trustee Update 

Budget Delegation Motion I recently proposed, and had passed 
at Board by a strong majority, a measure to ensure that (a) unspent 
departmental surpluses largely would roll back to the Board of Trustees 
for reallocation and (b) that signifi cantly more money could not be spent 
on BoT priorities than was authorized. 

Strangely, until now, there was no Board-approved delegation of spending 
in place which set out to what extent staff could vary from the annual 
authorized budget during the school year. This measure will increase 
Board accountability and control in an austerity environment and will 
still allow our staff the fl exibility they need during the year to manage 
surprises.  

continued on page 11
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POLITICAL PAGES
Ottawa Carleton District School Board Trustee Update 
Continued from page 10

Transparency Motion  Another motion I recently had 
passed was one I put forward on staff memos to Trustees. 
Often, in between formal cyclical reporting on education, 
staffi ng or other matters, staff send detailed memos to 
Trustees which frankly contain public information. A month 
or so ago I found myself in the strange position of referring to 
a staff memo of public nature in public debate, but a document 
itself not available to the public. The resolution requires that 
these memos be web-posted on the Board web site, and will be 
another step foreard in improving transparency at the Board 
as it is implemented the next few months

Before and After Care at Schools   Readers will 
recall that how the OCDSB might approach extended day 
provision at its schools was up for debate.  This is the care and 
programming offered on a cost-recovery fee basis for students 
before and after school.  The Board decided recently to allow 
for a combination of both Board-run programming at sites 
without existing third party care provision and to allow 3rd 
party providers to continue to supply services in schools they 
are in now if they wish. 

This decision is only very high level however and needs 
fl eshing out as to what it means on the ground re site stability, 
waiting list guarantees, other services guarantees. We are 
to review policy for both Board-run and 3rd party-provided 
some time in the late Spring this school year and as a result 
3rd party contracts for next year will have only one-year terms 
to them as we continue to fi gure all of this out. It is my aim 
to ensure that we have at least rough service basic guarantees 
across OCDSB schools for equity of access, for quality, for 
reliability, for cost, etc. 

Heron Park Trustee Representation 

As Heron Park residents know only too well, there is not an 
OCDSB school directly located in Heron Park. Residents must 
cross major roads to access OCDSB services in the Alta Vista 
area or elsewhere depending on the program and grade. Heron 
Park is part of the Capital and Rideau-Vanier wards Zone 9 
Trustee area which I represent. By Provincial law, Trustee 
Zones must align to some combination of City wards, but 
which does not always make sense with respect to schools and 
neighbourhoods. 

I try my best as I can to represent the interests of Heron Park 
residents though it is harder than usual without an organized 
voice of any concerned OCDSB residents there. As a result, 
I have been relying in part on the community association to 
designate a liaison person for me. For some time, they have 
designated James McLaren and he has kindly taken the time 
to come to Zone 9-wide meetings I have arranged in the past. 
I've tried to help with busing and traffi c safety issues the 
community association liaison has raised with me during this 
time. 

While concerns with what is going on at the schools your 
children attend should be brought to the attention of those 
schools, or to their Trustees, I do represent you on budget, 
education policy and many other matters around the Board 
table not strictly school-based and I need, as I can, to understand 
your views those ways.  I am more keen than regards the 
average neighbourhood of making sure that people feel served 
given the lack of a typically organized OCDSB-related voice. 

If you have a suggestion or a concern, or would like to be 
added to my e-newsletter list, then please contact me via rob@
ocdsbzone9.ca or at 323-7803.  Meeting and document info 
available at www.ocdsb.ca

Media Advisory

Human rights abuses are taking places in many countries all 
over the world, every single day.  

And here is your chance to help.  As part of its 50th anniversary 
celebration, Amnesty International will be shining a light on 
human rights abuses by hosting a “Write for Rights” night at 
the Museum of Nature in Ottawa on December 8th.  Members 
of the public are invited to attend and write a letter on behalf 
of the 15 individual human rights cases.

The event details:

Date: December 8th, 2011 5:00-8:00 pm

Where:  4th Floor Gallery, Canadian Museum of Nature 
240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2R1

Cost: free

Guest Speakers: Alex Neve, Secretary General,                          
Amnesty International, more to follow

Details: 

The lantern of the Museum of Nature will be lit-up to symbolize 
Amnesty International’s fl ame of hope 

Local musicians featured including Jenny Woo, Terry Gillespie 
and others 

cash bar

light dinner (as long as supplies last)

Kids table with lantern making

For more information please contact:

Emily Harrison

Media Liaison -‘Write for Rights’ campaign

Amnesty International

# 613-286-4453

ejh_84@hotmail.com
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Combination 
Specials

Medium Pepperoni Pizza 
20 wings 

Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$29.50 (+ tax)

- OR -
Medium Pizza, one topping

Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$23.95

Mon - Thurs 
4pm to closing
(Dine In Only)

1145 Heron Road, Ottawa ON K1V 6B5
Tel:  613-731-8752 / 613-731-8758

O’Brien’s Pub Hours:  
Monday- Saturday 11 am - 1 am

Sunday 12 pm - 11 pm

Pizza Special

Combination or Hawaiian

Medium = $14.50 (+tax)

Large = $15.50 (+tax)

Includes 2 canned soft drinks

K a r a o k e 

Fridays & 

Saturdays

Darts
Sports on our Giant Screen

  Paid advertising

Cedars and Company Hours
9 am - 10 pm
7 days a week

Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New 
Year to the Heron Park Community 

from Brian and all the family at 
O’Brien’s Pub and Eatery

Join us December 31st and celebrate 
New Year’s Eve in your own 

neighbourhood!
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