THE HERON PARK

HER ALD
Summer 2013

http://heronpark.ca/herald

Extreme Makeover at O’Brien’s

O’Brien’s Pub and Eatery recently completed a major exterior makeover, cladding the building in cedar. It looks very
distinctive. They’ve also enclosed and insulated the patio area for year-round use. According to Brian, the owner, the outdoor
patio was getting little use for the few days a year when it is pleasant, and the traffic noise on Heron is such that it’s not so
nice to be outside anyway, so it made sense to enclose it.
Wondering about the blank spaces up at the top of the building? They’re going to have TVs in them! When I took this picture,
they had not yet arrived. Congratulations to O’Brien’s on the new look. It is a wonderful addition to Heron Park.
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
President’s Report
Summer is upon us, a time when, I think, Heron Park is at its finest
with our parks, trees, and the flowing water of Sawmill Creek to
admire and enjoy. The Community Association will be mostly on
summer hiatus until September. It’s a good time to reflect on our
successes of the past season and the challenges that remain in the future.
Our orchard project is off to a great start, with our pear trees, planted
last fall, blossoming profusely this spring as you can see in this edition
of the Herald. The orchard is located to the north of the Heron Park play
structures (another notable success). In a few years the trees will have
grown large enough to provide useful quantities of fruit for anyone who
wants them. Many thanks to Jason Garlough, Rosella MacNeil, Léo
Derome, and everyone else who has worked so hard to make this happen.
The Heron Park Community Building Fund, our charitable organization
to fund a new community centre in Heron Park, is up and running. The
Quiz Night at O’Brien’s was a great success and raised just over $1000.
To date we have raised over $2000 in total but of course we have a long
way to go before we can make a real community centre a reality. We
don’t have to raise all the money to make it happen but we do need to
show the city that we really want it and that it will be well used. If you
would like to make a tax receiptable donation to the Building Fund, you
can contact us at heronparkca@gmail.com or phone me at 613 526-2680.
We applied for a grant from Crime Prevention Ottawa (CPO) to install a
mural on the underpass of the Transitway at Sawmill Creek, a location
where, as southsiders know, there are issues with graffiti on the bridge
abutments. Unfortunately we were not successful because, although CPO
looked favourably on our proposal, they did not have enough funds for all
the applications, and this was a very major project. In the meantime, if
you pass by that area (or anywhere else for that matter) and notice graffiti,
please be sure to call the city 311 number to report it. If graffiti is removed
right away the location becomes less desirable for the, uh, “artists”.
The O-Train is closed for the summer for major service improvements
coming in the fall. To this end, a bypass siding will be constructed between
Walkley Road and Sawmill Creek to allow the trains to pass each other.
The possibility of more noise from the O-Train has been a concern for
residents living on Sawmill Private. There is good news on this front:
the siding will be built to the west, not east of the existing track which
places it farther away from the houses. The new train units coming in
the fall are a bit quieter than the current ones. Also, the level crossing
for the multi-use pathway located at the corner of Brookfield and Junction
will be replaced by an underpass that will go underneath the existing
railway bridge across Sawmill Creek. There will no longer be bells once
the level crossing is eliminated. This means the pathway will be moved
a bit north of where it is now and also should reduce the very steep hill
on the pathway. It should also mean the end of the large concrete blocks
placed on the pathway to prevent vehicles from entering it, which are
quite difficult to negotiate on a bike or for people who use wheelchairs.
Construction of the new retail building at Bank and Rockingham is nearing
completion, and this means Timmermans Park can be revitalized. There
are now some new trees planted there. They’re small yet but they’ll
grow. I know a lot of residents were upset about the lost trees near the
park, but unfortunately they were never on the park – they were on the
commercial property. We are working on getting something done with
the wall, perhaps a mural. The building really detracts from the character
of the park but on the plus side it certainly deadens the traffic noise and
has eliminated the litter that used to drift into the park from Bank Street.
Like all communities in the urban core of the city, Heron Park is continuing to
face pressure from “intensification”. Residents on Secord will have noticed
that construction has commenced on the townhouse-style building that we
fought last year at the OMB, but lost. When it was “sold” to community
associations in the last Official Plan, intensification was supposed to mean
that infill housing was to be developed in appropriate areas. Instead,
it has come to mean that existing zoning laws are pretty much ignored
by developers. We will continue to fight against developments that we
feel do not fit into the character of our community but must recognize
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the difficulty of doing so when the cards are so stacked against
us by the city, the development industry, and the province. That
doesn’t mean we give up though. Because the community strongly
opposed the proposed quadrupling of density on a lot at the corner
of Brulé and Bavlie, the developer has blinked and reduced the
density of his proposal to three units instead of four. Now we have
found that the city planning department is not recommending his
new proposal, which usually means it won’t be approved by the
Committee of Adjustment. The developer is now proposing to
build a triplex with four bedrooms in each apartment. We believe
that this constitutes a rooming house, which is not permitted in
the R4 zone, and will oppose it as well, at Council if necessary.
--by James McLaren
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COMMUNITY NEWS
it’s a Blooming Orchard!
Here are some photos that I’ve snapped over at
the Heron Park Orchard. The pear tree was in
full blossom this spring and looks like it was well
pollinated as it is now FULL of developing fruits.
In fact, there are so many pears that it appears the
tree is self-thinning many of the less developed
fruits so the young tree can focus more of its energy
on growing strong tall branches -- a natural process
often referred to as “June drop”.
--By Jason Garlough

On the left is a photo of blossoms on one of the pear trees taken on May 15 and the photo on the right is of some of the developing fruits taken June 8.

Peregrine Falcon Update
Here is a picture of the falcon chick at the Heron
Road CRA building taken on June 12. Since I took
the last photos, on June 4, it’s been a challenge to
get back to the nest site. Pouring rain and howling
winds kept me away some of the time, as did the
need to get some work done around the house and
garden. I dropped by last Sunday, but the falcons
were hiding from the hot sun, I guess.
So tonight, I was eager to see how the little one
is doing at about four weeks of age. And what a
surprise! I swear s/he has more than doubled in
size, and is now sporting a spiky new look as the
feathers grow in. The malar stripes (the dark mark
below each eye) are now apparent, as is the blue
skin around the eyes.
In the early morning on June 23, the chick fledged
(took his first flight). So far, it looks like he (or
possibly she, we’re not sure yet) is a strong flyer, but
we’ll keep an eye on him for a while to make sure
he’s OK. Peregrine chicks that fall to the ground on
their first flight are usually unable to take off again
from ground level. If that happens we’ll need to
rescue the chick.
We’ve named the chick Pringle, in honour of Gord
Pringle, a longtime member of the Ottawa birding
community who passed away recently.
You can find out more about Peregrine Falcons or
volunteer to help at falconwatch.ca
Pringle has graduated from basic flight school and
is now in advanced training. If you stop by the
CRA building this summer you might be able to
see him or his parents.
--by Anouk Hedeman

Pringle and his or her mom, Rowena, taken on June 12
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Spice up your HP
That’s HP as in Heron Park, not the sauce.

Ariana Kebab House

You may have noticed a few new businesses in our neighbourhood. One
of them is in the Alta-Bank plaza, where Alta Vista meets Bank Street:
Ariana’s Kabab House. It is located beside the Independent Grocer’s,
where the dollar store used to be. It’s an Afghan restaurant that we two
intrepid taste testers tried on a whim. We’re happy we did!

Alta Vista at Bank Street

The meats served are beef, chicken and lamb but they have recently
added fish. One of us had tikka (marinated chunks of beef), the other
had shami (lean ground beef, marinated). You can order whatever you
like in two sizes: the platter comes with rice, salad and naan; the wrap
is a good size for lunch or for someone who’s only moderately hungry.

613-731-0666
2677 Alta Vista Drive K1V 7T5
www.arianakababhouse.com
Mon – Fri 11-11, Saturday & Sunday 12-11
Hey, Heron Parkers! If you’d like to send us your own restaurant
review of a place to eat in our neighbourhood, please do it! If not,
we’ll try to continue this new tradition ourselves.

If you’re in a real hurry, go to Tim’s instead, as the food served at Ariana’s
is prepared after you order so you’ll have a short wait. Meanwhile, you
can munch on naan (bread) and dip – but don’t overdo it as you’ll want
to eat everything they put in front of you, once you try the food.
The servings are generous, the service is friendly and they’re happy to
help you make your choice. They’ve put a lot of work into the décor and
it shows; colours are warm and relaxing, with interesting touches of
tapestry on the walls among the pictures.
If you don’t like to eat out, no problem! They have a menu for take-out
or delivery which offers full platters for $11 to $13, wraps for $4.50, so
the food is not expensive. The next time you’re wondering what to have
for lunch or dinner, take our advice and treat yourself to something
different at Ariana’s Kabab House.
Note to hockey fans drawn to the Tikka: it has nothing to do with the
Bruins’ Finnish goalie. He’s Tuukka, not Tikka. (If you didn’t watch
this year’s Stanley Cup finals, just ignore this.)
Your friendly neighbourhood restaurant reviewers,
Ardia Vivarii and Herodio Parcum

Seeking nominees for City Builder Award
The Mayor’s City Builder Award recognizes individuals, groups
or organizations that have demonstrated an extraordinary
commitment to making Ottawa a better place.
If you know anyone who deserves recognition for lifelong service,
outstanding acts of kindness, inspiring charitable work, community
building or any other exemplary achievements, email your
suggestion to david.chernushenko@ottawa.ca.
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Column
City Beat
The usual City Beat Guy was on vacation this month, so in his place we
present his cousin Bill, who earned a B.S. in Literature, or something.
Yeah, plausible deniability, that’s the ticket!
Note: Any resemblance of the characters in the following, um, play to
anyone living, dead, or in the netherworld between is purely coincidental.
Any resemblance of the names of the characters in this play to actual
living people is purely due to the author’s juvenile sense of humour.
Scene: The Lord Mayor’s office
Enter JIMIO, Lord Mayor of the Town. He sits at the desk and types at a
computer.
Enter EGLIUS, a Councillor.
EGLIUS:
Hail Lord Jimio, how fare’st thou this morn?
JIMIO:
Fairly well, Eglius. The travails of my office
Weigh’st lightly upon my brow, and yet
I fear a troubl’d wind doth blow you hence.
EGLIUS:
Thy Mayorly skills fail thee not, fair Jimio
Knowest thou I lead the committee
Charged with Transportation about the town
Further be’st thou aware
Of our plan to increase the modal share
Of transit, cycling, and bewalked folk
Over those who would perambulate
Upon their individual chariots.
JIMIO:
Of these things I am most aware
They are the timbers upon which we built
The stout frame of our high office.
But, pray, fair Eglius
Dost thou doubt the worth of this edifice?
EGLIUS:
(Aside)
Zounds, I must use caution here
In answering the Lord Mayor.
Forsooth in truth I would fain inhabit
Another house of other construct
That would as nicely serve my goal
Of re-election. Yet I must remain
In the good grace of our Grace the Mayor
Wieldeth he great power among the electorate.

(To the Mayor)
Nay, my Lord, I question not the design of the house
But rather the soundness of her timbers.
S’truth I fear that I grasp not
The subtleties of their nature.
Or may I say with the greatest respect
To the verity of thy wisdom,
Their very existence.
JIMIO:
(laughs) Oho! Noble Eglius, I believe I follow
The current of thy thoughts. And yet
I would fain thee explain thyself further
That I might not advance upon a wrong tributary.
EGLIUS:
Well, sir, as though knowest
Our North South plan was thoroughly debacle’d
On account of some merchants of the Town
Who bemoan’d the loss of parking at their street.
Thus did we commit to plant our hopes
For better transit below the downtown.
Yet I despair that we have buried as well
Our chances for success in this endeavour.
For now we have answer’d the cries
Of them who would’st not look upon a train
With yet more tunnelings, and yet in no wise
Can the density of the Western approaches
Approach truly a need for buried rail.
Shall we answer all moanings with tunnelings?
I fear the purse of the Town will be emptied.
JIMIO:
Noble Eglius, thou strikest true upon the nail
Of our dilemma, and there are more tacks
With which our plans may be attack’d.
Consider thee that these buryings
Will leave the streets of our good Town
More suited to the purpose of the carful commuter.
Thinkst thou also of the reluctance of many
To descend below the surface of the ground
In fear of accostment or smelling urine.
Why then will they not continue
To drive cars instead of LRT?
Continueth on page 11
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What’s happening around the ‘Park
New Mall at Bank and Rockingham
The new mall is taking shape, with Sherwin Williams (a paint store) set to
open soon. There will also be a Second Cup coffee franchise. At the corner
of the building facing Rockingham (pictured on the left) there is to be a clock
tower, which should be really neat!
The owner, Al Ghossein, wasn’t sure exactly what they’d look like when I
last spoke to him, but there will be steps of some kind around the front corner
of the building when it’s all complete, on which people can sit and perhaps
wait for the bus or simply enjoy the streetscape (presumably while sipping
their Second Cup coffee).
-- by James McLaren

Sawmill Creek and the Transitway bridge, close to the corner of Brookfield and Junction. It’s a very pleasant spot!
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What’s happening around the ‘Park
Construction Starts on Secord
The one and a half story house at 1055
Secord that was the cause of all the
concern about inappropriate development
last year has been removed and a very
large hole for the foundation of the new
townhouse-style building that will replace
it has been excavated. I note the hole is
quite shallow - is the new building not
going to have a basement? Pretty well the
entire lot has been excavated since the two
semi-detached dwellings that are being
built will take up almost the entire lot.
The Heron Park Community Association
fought this all the way to the Ontario
Municipal Board, but lost. We still believe
this type of development is inappropriate
next to small single family bungalows.
-- by James McLaren

Alas, Poor Timmermans Park!
The construction of the mall at Bank
and Rockingham has left Timmermans
Park looking a little barren, to say the
least. There are now new trees planted,
but certainly it will take a while before
they provide the forested look that used
to be there. Unfortunately the trees that
were there were on the Bank Street lot and
were never part of the park, so there was
nothing we could do about that. One plus the park is a lot quieter now as the building
insulates it from the traffic noise on Bank.
(Might as well look for some silver lining!)
We’ve been thinking about asking the city
to install more benches and eventually to
improve the pathway. What do you think
Timmermans Park needs? Let us know by
emailing heronparkca@gmail.com.
-- by James McLaren

Say Goodbye to This Level Crossing!
The City has agreed to remove the level crossing of the O-Train
at the corner of Brookfield and Junction. By looping the path a
bit north of this location along Junction, it will pass underneath
the existing O-Train bridge and travel along Sawmill Creek to
rejoin the existing path. I’m not certain, but I think the path
would follow the bank of Sawmill Creek shown on the left in
the picture at the bottom of page 6. It certainly is a picturesque
area, and if the pathway can be built without destroying too
much of the existing vegetation, it could wind up being a
much nicer area than it is now. Removal of the level crossing
will remove the need for the warning bells, which are legally
required at all level crossings of trains and cannot be shut off
or their sound level lowered. Also, I’m hoping there won’t be
any more big cement blocks on the new path - very annoying
for handicapped people and to bike around! Construction has
now commenced on the extra siding to the south of where this
picture was taken.
-- by James McLaren
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What’s On At The Alta Vista Libr ary
STORYTIMES / CONTES
Summer Family Storytime ~ Contes en famille en été
Stories, rhymes and songs for children of all ages and a parent or caregiver.
No registration required.
Monday, July 22, 10:30-11:00 am
Monday, July 29, 10:30-11:00 am
Monday, August 12, 10:30-11:00 am
Monday, August 19, 10:30-11:00 am
Monday, August 26, 10:30-11:00 am
Summer Babytime ~ Lété des bébés à la biblio
Stories, rhymes and songs for babies and a parent or caregiver. 0-18
months. No registration required.
Tuesday, August 6, 10:30-11:30 am
Parenting Book Club
Join neighbourhood families at Alta Vista’s Parenting Book Club. Parents
are welcome to come with young children in tow. The program room door
will be closed and the kids can look at story books while the adults talk
about them. A list of suggested titles can be picked up at the Alta Vista
children’s desk. Read the book before, during or after the book club.
Tuesday, July 23, 10:30-11:15 am
Tuesday, July 30, 10:30-11:15 am
Tuesday, August 13, 10:30-11:15 am
Tuesday, August 20, 10:30-11:15 am
What’s on the Menu? ~ Qu’est-ce qu’on mange?
Scrumptious stories and tasty tales from near and far. Ages 6-8.

paid advertising

Registration.
Wednesday, July 17, 2:00-2:45 pm
Survivor Island: Library Edition ~ Question de survie : Version
Biblio
Do you think you have what it takes to survive? Find out now. Ages
9-12. Registration.
Wednesday, July 24, 2:00-3:00 pm
My Island Vacation ~ Mon île déserte
Embark on a fun-filled island getaway. Ages 6-8. Registration.
Thursday, July 25, 10:30-11:00 pm
Cameraless Animation on Film
Watch your drawings come to life and travel around the screen by
drawing onto clear 16mm film leader using markers, ink, paint, stickers
and glitter. The films will be projected at the end of class for all to see!
Ages 6-12. Registration.
Wednesday, July 31, 2:00-3:00 pm
Imagine a World ~ J’imagine un monde
Get a glimpse of worlds just beyond this one. Ages 6-8. Registration.
Friday, August 2, 1:30-2:15 pm
Artist’s Travel Sketchbook ~ Carnet de voyage d’artiste
The Group of Seven traveled around Canada, stopping in many places
Continues on page 9
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Continued from page 8
along the way to make sketches of beautiful landscapes. Some of these
sketches were later turned into finished paintings in their studio! Come see
the Ottawa Art Gallery’s collection of pencil sketches from the Group of
Seven, and make your own sketch book to take with you on art adventures.
Registration. Ages 9-12. Wednesday, August 7, 2:00-3:00 pm
GO! Here, There and Everywhere ~ Bon voyage! Ici, là-bas et ailleurs

events, literature, and other trivia, show off your skills at Alta Vista’s
inaugural Trivia Night. Participate in teams of up to four – either form
a group with friends or sign up individually and join other trivia fiends.
Ages 15+. Registration required.
Thursday, July 25, 6:30-8:00 pm
Saturday Screening

Travel the world with stories, activities and crafts. Ages 6-8. Registration.
Thursday, August 8, 10:30-11:15 am

Come share popcorn and a movie on one of the last weekends of
summer! Ages 14 to 18
Saturday, August 10, 3:00-4:30 pm

Passport to Adventure ~ Passeport pour l’aventure

Summer Family Storytime ~ Contes en famille en été

Let a good book jumpstart a trip around the world. Where will you end
up? Ages 9-12. Registration.
Tuesday, August 13, 2:00-3:00 pm

Stories, rhymes and songs for children of all ages and a parent or
caregiver. No registration required.
Monday, August 12, 10:30-11:00 am
Monday, August 19, 10:30-11:00 am
Monday, August 26, 10:30-11:00 am

World in Art ~ L’art du monde
Explore art in the world around you and create some of your own. Ages
6-8. Registration.
Friday, August 16, 2:00-2:45 pm
Go! Closing Ceremony ~ Bon Voyage! Cérémonie de clôture
Join us for the TD Summer Reading Club 2013 wrap-up! Family program.
Registration.
Wednesday, August 21, 2:00-3:00 pm
Joy of Writing
Are you a creative writer looking to meet other teen writers? Do you write
poems, stories, novels, plays? Come share your work with other teens who
love to write and try your hand at new forms of writing.
Tuesday, July 23, 2:00-3:00 pm
Trivia Night @ Your Library

Summer Babytime ~ L’été des bébés à la biblio
Stories, rhymes and songs for babies and a parent or caregiver. 0-18
months. No registration required.
Tuesday, August 6, 10:30-11:00 am
Passport to Adventure ~ Passeport pour l’aventure
Let a good book jumpstart a trip around the world. Where will you end
up? Ages 9-12. Registration. Tuesday, August 13, 2:00-3:00 pm
World in Art ~ L’art du monde
Explore art in the world around you and create some of your own. Ages
6-8. Registration.
Friday, August 16, 2:00-2:45 pm
Go! Closing Ceremony ~ Bon Voyage! Cérémonie de clôture

If your brain is bursting with knowledge of geography, pop culture, current Join us for the TD Summer Reading Club 2013 wrap-up! Family
program. Registration.
Wednesday, August 21, 2:00-3:00 pm
N.B. Registration for programs starts on June 19. /
L’inscription des programmes commence le 19 juin. /
Registration for all programs requires a valid OPL
library card for each registrant./Toutes les personnes
qui souhaitent s’inscrire à des programmes doivent être
titulaires d’une carte valide de la BPO.
The Alta Vista Library is located at 2516 Alta Vista Dr.
For more information, please call 613-737-2837, ext. 26 /
La bibliothèque Alta Vista est située au 2516, promenade
Alta Vista. Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez
composer le 613-737-2837, poste 26.

Neighbourly Notes:
Farewell to Alexandr a
Parker
Alexandra was born in County Cork, Ireland and left
us this year on January 20, at age 82. She lived several
years in Clementine Towers before moving to Billings
Lodge.
Alex was an active volunteer in different areas, including
delivering the Heron Park Herald to her neighbours in
their apartment building. A lively, warm woman with a
smile for everyone she met, she will be remembered by
all who knew her.
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POLITICAL COLUMNS

David
McGuinty

Trains, feet and bicycles
The second O-Train track through Heron Park allowing trains to pass each
other is currently being constructed on the west side of the existing track,
further away from nearby homes than originally planned.
City of Ottawa staff are also finalizing the design of a barrier to mitigate
the additional noise and vibrations expected from expanded O-Train
service. The preferred location was chosen based on community input from
the June 24 open house.
The other good news on the O-Train front is that the City’s Rail
Implementation Office has found a way to relocate the multiuse pathway
where it joins up with Brookfield Rd. The path will go under the O-Train
tracks just north of the current location, thus eliminating the awkward level
crossing. It will also eliminate the need for the loud warning bell, which
many nearby residents find disruptive. O-Train service will resume on
Sept 3.
Why Brookﬁeld needs a sidewalk
The 2013 budget included funding for a new sidewalk on the south side of
Brookfield Ave. in Heron Park. The project was approved by City Council,
following community consultation, before I was elected in 2010. Still,
I have heard from some residents who question the need for this “new”
sidewalk, and have concerns over loss of trees and parking. Though very
sensitive to these concerns, I support the sidewalk’s construction for a
couple of reasons. One is that it will make the community more walkable.
The other is that it provides an excellent opportunity to improve the local
cycling infrastructure.

Member of Parliament—Ottawa South
My office provides information
on the services offered by the
Government of Canada, including:












On July 4, residents were invited to an on-site meeting to discuss the
proposal and present their concerns to City staff and me so we can choose
the best design option and identify priorities. The primary concerns were
the potential loss of five of the 60 parking spots currently available, and the
loss of three or four young trees. These would be replanted in accordance
with the City’s two-for-one policy of replacing trees.
Councillor David Chernushenko
613-580-2487 | David.Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca
www.capitalward.ca

Tanks for the Revenues

The Heron Park Community Association and Randy would like to thank
all the people who graciously take the time to save and donate returnable
empty alcohol containers to our Community Association. They bought
propane tanks, a new coffee maker, a shop vac, and a barbeque! They also
help support The Wednesday Night Program. People like you make our
Neighbourhood a better and nicer place to live!
-- by Randy Paladeau







Old Age Security;
Guaranteed Income Supplement;
Small Business Assistance;
Citizenship Inquiries;
Canadian Passports;







Immigration Matters;
Grants & Funding;
Students Loans; and
Taxation Issues.

le Régime de pensions du Canada;
la Sécurité de la vieillesse;
le Supplément de revenu garanti;
les occasions d’affaires;
les demandes de renseignements relatives à la
citoyenneté;
le passport canadien;
les questions d’immigration;
les options de financement;
les prêt aux étudiants; et
les questions sur l’impôt.

If I can ever be of assistance to you,
please contact my office.

Si jamais je peux vous aider, n’hésitez pas à
contacter mon bureau.

David McGuinty, M.P.
Hard Work—Dedication—Public Service

Travail acharné — Dévouement — Service à la population

Tel/Tél: 613-990-8640
Fax/Télec: 613-990-2592
Email/Courriel:
David.McGuinty@parl.gc.ca
Website/Site Web: www.davidmcguinty.ca

Constituency Office/
Bureau de circonscription:
1883, rue Bank St.
Ottawa (Ontario)
K1V 7Z9

Rob Campbell
OCDSB Trustee Zone 9
Rideau-Vanier/Capital
rob@ocdsvzone9.ca
613 323-7803

The new sidewalk will make it easier and safer to walk not only to these
destinations, but also to transit, retail and other services on Bank St.

When the time comes for lifecycle replacement in the not too distant
future, this sidewalk can be transformed into a multiuse pathway. The new
link would extend the existing Brookfield pathway all the way to Bank
St. It would also provide a very useful way to access the Sawmill Creek
pathway once it is extended north of Walkley Rd.

Mon bureau vous renseigne sur les services
offerts par le
gouvernement du Canada, notamment:

The Canada Pension Plan;

Heron Park residents currently lack proper pedestrian access to a number
of key destinations south of Brookfield, including Kaladar Park, École
élémentaire catholique Lamoureux, Le Centre éducatif La Clémentine and
recreational facilities.

In the context of the broader transportation network, the existing,
substandard sidewalk on the north side of Brookfield is of limited use to
pedestrians and represents a missing link for cyclists.

Député-Ottawa-Sud

OCDSB Update
Budget
The budget for next year has been finalized though we continue to
struggle with a ... surplus. Indeed the surplus has been mounting
embarrassingly year after year and had hit $45m of unused funds.
While some reserves is good financial management, it can be too much
of a good thing and ‘dead’ money not being used for student benefit.
Much debate surrounded ways to use the surplus in a responsible way.
Also, a welcome emergent budget theme from Trustees this year
involved a focus on equity of outcome in the School Board. I have been
pushing for this relentlessly myself for some time. My amendments
to: increase school budgets to high needs schools to $250K, and to add
central analytic staff to correlate poverty and other socio-economic
indicators to student achievement, passed handily. I supported other
Trustees in adding more social workers and special education staff.
Socio-economics and School Achievement
I’ve been concerned for some time that we do not pay sufficient
attention to the impact of socioeconomics on schooling outcomes.
Traditionally, our District has spent on teacher and principal training
Continued on page 11
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Rob Campbell - continued from page 10
in best practices, staffed our schools mostly on a student headcount basis,
and relied on charity to even the playing field between schools on a dollars
basis. However, if we are to continue to improve District achievement (and
well-being) outcomes then we really need to focus on whatever it is that
may be dragging down student success and where.
Training has been shown to be worthwhile; however there is a declining
benefit to investing ever more here. I think we need to be smarter than
simple head count staffing of schools, and should not happily oversee
a system of major unrestrained school-to-school per-student spending
inequity. I have been patiently pushing this perspective for some years
now.
A month or so ago, I got a motion through requiring staff to report
publicly annually on how we are weakening the link between poverty,
other socioeconomic factors, and student outcomes. This will make us
- shockingly - the very first School Board in Ontario to report on this.
I expect the fact of this annual public reporting will exert an important
effect over time on resource allocations and how we conceive of student
outcomes.
Staffing Allocations
The Board of Trustees has made it clear that, in the Fall, as part of the
newly reinvigorated push towards greater equity, it wants to see our staff
review our staffing allocation methods. For me, while some roles are
properly headcount-allocated, due to the nature of the work, workloads can
be expected to vary importantly for others by school clientele.
Green Employer / Parking Policy
As a result of some recent high profile questions revolving around
additional staff parking versus student yard, we will also be discussing
parking as a generic issue in the Fall. I want us to look at developing a
green employer / parking policy for our schools as a major area employer,
in part to move us into the 21st century, and in part so that schools with
less space inside the Greenbelt are not unduly disadvantaged with respect
to staffing options. Stay tuned.

City Beat doth Continue from page 5
EGLIUS:
Alas, what is to become of us?
JIMIO:
Would that I could foretell
That which Providence bringeth.
I would set myself some nobler task
Even than Mayor of this great burgh.
Yet I fear a more thrifty plan
Would founder upon the very shoals
That claimed her ancestor.
But my heart pumps a measure of hope
With every dram of blood. I feel
Entrainment of this downtown train
Within the ground will drain the purse
Of the Town to such extent the burghers therein
Will train themselves to care less against the view
Of a train upon the street and more
For the fatness of their wallets.
Enter an Aide of the Mayor
AIDE:
Your Lordship I must inform thee
Imminently there’s some minor function
At which thou may’st speak.
JIMIO:
Come fair Eglius! Join me in this task
Let platitudes sooth thy worried brow.
Exeunt JIMIO and EGLIUS
AIDE:
Their Lordships’ departure leaves us out of luck
So we’ll fill the rest of the column with a random duck!
Exit
--By James McLaren

If you have a suggestion or a concern then please contact me via rob@
ocdsbzone9.ca or at 323-7803. Meeting and document info available at
www.ocdsb.ca

Please Lock Your Vehicles!
There has been a number of reports lately in the neighbourhood from
people whose vehicles have been rifled through. In most cases the vehicles
were not locked. To my knowledge, none of these events were reported
to the OPS because no one lost anything of value. Unfortunately, because
the events haven't been reported there won't be a statistically significant
event(s) to prompt further action by the police. It’s a Catch-22 situation.
This will likely continue in dribs and drabs until someone loses something
of value and files a report. Be aware that we have an opportunist who is
targeting the neighbourhood for easy pickings.
-- by Colin MacLean

Bowling On Tuesdays
The Women’s Applewood
Acres Bowling League are
looking for new members
for the September to April
season, at the RA Centre,
on Tuesdays from 1:00 to
3:00. For more information
please call Mary Flowers
at 613-733-9301.
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Darts
Sports o
n our
Giant Sc
reen

Tel: 613-731-8752 / 613-731-8758

Combination
Specials

Combination or
Hawaiian

Medium Pizza, one topping
20 wings, and
Pitcher of House Draught Beer

Medium $14.50 (+tax)

$31.95 (+ tax)

Includes 2 canned
soft drinks

Large $15.50 (+tax)

- OR Medium Pizza, one topping
Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$24.95 (+ tax)
Mon - Thurs

Pick Up Special

Pick Up Special

Large Pepporoni Pizza $9.95

4pm to closing

Large Pepporoni Pizza $9.95
Take Out Only

(Dine In Only)

Take Out Only

Summer Specials at O’Brien’s
Retro wings nights: Mon, Tues, and Wed, get wings for only 25
cents each! (Minimum 15 wings purchased with a beverage)
Fish and Chips: 2 pcs cod, with fries, coleslaw, and tartar sauce, only
$6.95 + tax
O’Brien’s Pub Hours:
Monday- Saturday 11 am - 1 am
Sunday 12 pm - 11 pm

Cedars and Company Hours
9 am - 10 pm
7 days a week

Paid advertising

