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A lot of fun events happened in Heron
Park this summer. They were all well
attended and led to an abundance of
photos. Pool Opening Day, Car Wash
Fundraiser, Sawmill Creek Plaque
unveiling, Luau Day, Community Day
and all the other days that saw the
wading pool being so well used. BIG
THANKS to all the volunteers and pool
staff whose efforts made this another
wonderful summer in Heron Park.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
BREAKING NEWS:
October and November - The sidewalk on the west side of Bank
Street, south of Billings Bridge Plaza, will be closed to pedestrians
to allow repair work on the retaining wall to be undertaken.
CITY BUDGET CONSULTATIONS IN CAPITAL WARD:
Councillor Chernushenko will be hosting a community consultation for the upcoming city budget. Follow capitalward.ca for
details on the date and location, and heronpark.ca to discuss
concerns shared by Heron Park residents.
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
President’s Report
Submitted by James McLaren
The Heron Park wading pool season has been a big success this
summer. After residents expressed their concerns to the councillor
the parks department reversed its decision to cut pool hours on
weekends and the pool has been well-used by area families. The
pool staff did a tremendous job holding great parties and special
events. The Wednesday Night Program crew put on barbecues
during the pool parties, selling hot dogs, hamburgers, drinks, and
Freezies. This was very popular and raised lots of money for the
Community Association. Thanks pool staff, Colin MacLean, and
the Wednesday Night Program participants for a great summer!
We should find out by early September whether our new
charitable organization will be granted status by Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA). This has been quite a lot more challenging than
first anticipated, but I’m optimistic we will soon be successful,
at which point we will launch a major fundraising initiative for a
new community centre. We don’t have to raise the entire amount
(around $1.5 million to $2 million) for a new community centre
but we do need to show that we seriously want this to happen.
A charitable organization will help as it means people can get a
charitable tax receipt for their contributions.
As many residents will be aware, recently the owners of a small
single family home on Secord applied for a minor variance of
the zoning in order to build two semi-detached houses on the
lot. The reason why they need this is that the lot is about 3 m
too narrow for semi-detached dwellings according to the zoning
bylaw. Neighbours are not happy with the prospect of having
what is essentially a large two-unit townhouse block next door.
Unfortunately, the Committee of Adjustment, who decides these
things, voted 3 to 2 in favour of the developers. On the plus side,
this was the closest decision I’ve ever seen at the C of A. Usually
they’re unanimous in favour of the developer. The wider problem
is that this decision becomes a precedent for the next time a
developer wants to buy a single family home, tear it down, and
build townhouses. Because they will become desirable for such
re-development, single family homes in Heron Park would then
become unaffordable for actual families. Small homes next door
to one of these developments would be far less enjoyable to live
in as they would be significantly shaded and probably suffer from
increased surface flooding due to the increased run-off from the
larger roof area adjacent. As I write this, we are awaiting the
written decision from the Committee and we will probably appeal
to the Ontario Municipal Board. I am not sanguine about the
probability of success, but if people don’t appeal these egregious
decisions nothing will ever change.
Our Heron Park email list has been quite successful, currently with
about 120 members. We have been using the list to announce
Heron Park events, and also occasionally to notify people of other
local or city events that we think might be of community interest.
Recently, I sent a survey to the list asking if people liked this format
– 84% of respondents voted to continue to post events that don’t
directly relate. However, 87% stated that they would join a separate
email list for community events if we instituted one. In view of the
difficulty in managing a separate list and the limited number of
non-Heron Park events we post, we will keep the email list as it
is for now. We may establish a new list later on. If you would like
to be added to the email list, or if you have any comments, you
can go to our website heronpark.ca, click on “About”, and “Heron
Park Mailing List”, and send us a message using the form. (We
discontinued the display of email addresses on the web site due
to the number of spam messages it generated.) I really appreciate
the comments and suggestions that people made via the survey
(especially the “keep up the good work” comments!). Common
suggestions were to make better use of the website and Facebook,
and to try to get more people signed up for the email list. We will
work on these in the near future.
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We always welcome letters to the editor and suggestions on what
we can do better or things you’d like to see included in your
community paper. Send your comments and/or questions to:
jameshmclaren@gmail.com and donnasilver@mac.com
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Thank You to all those who deliver the Heron Park Herald:
Angie Bueneman, Bill Weatherup, Cynthia Modjeski, Diane
Ferrier, Eileen McGurrin, Greg Gregory, Gloria Williams, James
McLaren, Jane Supino, Joan Lesiak, Johanne Bérubé, Judy
Mordy, Julia Driedger, Kelly Thomas, Lyn McDonald, Lynn
McKenzie, Miriam Koene, Mrs. Paquette, Randy Paladeau,
Rosella Mac Neil, Ruth McDonald, and Suzanne Hiscock.
Volunteers needed! We can always use a few more folks to
make short work of distributing The Herald. Contact Rosella at
rosella.macneil@sympatico.ca or 613 526-0062 to sign up.

The Women’s Applewood Acres Bowling League
is looking for new members
for the September to April season,
at the RA Centre,
on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 3:00.
Call Mary Flowers at 613-733-9301.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Falcons make themselves at home in Heron Park
By François Marshall
Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch volunteer
A family of raptors discovered this summer in Heron Park
caught the Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch (OPFW) by
surprise and kept volunteers very busy.
The OPFW has been monitoring a pair of Peregrine Falcons at Albert and Lyon since 1997, but the downtown
nest failed to produce chicks for the past three years. So
it was great news when we learned on June 13 of another
nest at the Data Centre at 875
Heron Rd.
By then, two chicks were already furiously flapping their
wings, getting ready to take
their first flights. There was a
scramble to find last-minute
volunteers to be on site from
sunup to sundown, ready to
rescue the young birds of prey if
necessary.
The OPFW, a volunteer initiative of the Ottawa FieldNaturalists’ Club under the auspices of the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources, is responsible for monitoring Peregrine
Falcons in the Ottawa area and
trying to keep them from harm.
When there are young birds,
that means stationing volunteers
on the ground below the nest,
waiting for the fledglings to take
their first flights, chasing after
them to see where they end up,
and rescuing them if they are
injured or if they get stranded
on the ground, on the street or
anywhere else dangerous.
It’s standard practice for the
OPFW to name the birds—not
surprising when you consider
the long hours volunteers devote to watching the magnificent
raptors—and the Heron Park
Peregrines were no exception.
We named the adults Ivanhoe and Rowena (after the
hero and his beloved in the Sir Walter Scott novel), while
the female chick became Amber and the male chick Data.
Sadly, we learned there were originally four chicks, but
two died before the OPFW was notified—one very young
chick apparently fell off the nest ledge early on, and the
second fell just two days before we learned of the Peregrines. Had we been involved sooner, we might have
been there to save the second chick.
Still, despite that rocky start, the rest of the Peregrine
family did extremely well. The Data Centre is a relatively
safe location because there are no other tall buildings acting as dangerous obstacles, unlike downtown, and there
are many ledges were the fledglings can land as they
hone their flying skills.
The only major scare came the morning Amber took her
first flight, and a volunteer found her being harassed by

crows in a tall tree right next to busy Bronson Ave. It is on
occasions like this that volunteers need to be particularly
aware of the chicks’ actions and get ready for a rescue. After a couple of hours of worrying about Amber ending up in
the middle of traffic, and wondering if and how one should
retrieve a Peregrine from a tree, we were thrilled when she
suddenly flew back to the building on her own.
Data, an ambitious flier from Day One, made volunteers
nervous not by landing in dangerous places, but by practising daring aerial acrobatics within a couple of days of
learning to fly. The precocious
Clockwise from youngster chased his mother
when he was hungry, enthusiasleft: Amber on
the Data Centre tically performed barrel rolls and
loop-the-loops, and soared so
security camhigh that we lost sight on him on
era (photo by
François Marmany occasions. To our great
shal), Data,
relief, he always came back.
Ivanhoe and
Rowena (photos by Anouk
Hoedeman).

After a 10-day watch, the OPFW
decided that Data and Amber
were flying well and ready to
learn to hunt—a process that
would keep them busy for the
rest of the summer. On the last
day of the watch, we saw
Rowena twice drop a pigeon
carcass for Amber to catch. Amber failed in the first attempt, but
succeeded in the second. This
was a first, crucial lesson young
Peregrines must learn to eventually catch and kill their own
prey. By now, the chicks should
have mastered these skills and
be ready to fend for themselves.

After this summer, Data and
Amber are unlikely to return to
the nest site. Instead, they will
probably migrate and, if all goes
well, eventually establish new
territories with their own mates.
Ivanhoe and Rowena, meanwhile, will probably spend the
winter in the area and nest at
the Data Centre again next
year—and this time, the OPFW
will be ready when the chicks start fledging!
If you haven’t had a chance to see them yet, keep an eye
out for the Heron Park Peregrines on the upper ledges of
the Data Centre, especially on the south and west sides.
You may even see them chasing pigeons—they’re preferred prey—around the high-rise buildings near Bank St.,
hunting shorebirds along the Rideau River, or perched on
other buildings and radio towers in the area.
To learn more about Peregrine Falcons and the OPFW, to
sign up as a volunteer and to report sightings and other interesting observations, visit falconwatch.ca.
By volunteering, you will have a chance to witness one of
the world’s most iconic animals in action and maybe even
save a chick. It’s also a good opportunity for students to log
voluntary work hours. We expect the next Falcon Watch to
begin around mid-June, but won’t know exactly when until
the eggs hatch.
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City Beat
Submitted by James McLaren
How Many Minors Make a Major?
As mentioned in my alter ego’s President’s Report, the HPCA
intends to appeal the minor variance recently granted to build two
semi-detached dwellings on one small lot on Secord Avenue. A
minor variance is needed when someone wants to build something
that does not fit within the existing zoning regulations, but not
massively so. The variance proposal goes to the “Committee
of Adjustment” which makes the decision. Here’s the problem
with the minor variance process (well, one of the problems):
Although the Committee of Adjustment considers the existence
of precedents for whatever it is the applicant wants, they don’t
consider the effect of the precedent they’re creating by granting
the variance. So every variance application is only judged by the
effect it would have on that one particular lot, but each variance
granted creates a precedent that’s cited the next time someone
wants to do something similar. Thus the zoning controls on what
can be built in a particular area are slowly being erased, lot by
lot, by granting variance after variance. Some people call it “spot
rezoning”.
Another problem with the Committee of Adjustment, and the entire
system of zoning in general, is the interpretation of “intensification”.
The idea behind intensification is a good one – by making the
city denser and by encouraging development where infrastructure
already exists, the average cost of servicing development and
providing city infrastructure goes down. The city’s Official Plan,
which sets the general development guidelines, talks a lot about
intensification. There are many places where intensification is
appropriate, such as on corner lots where a duplex or semidetached
house can replace a single family home, or on disused industrial
or commercial sites. However, apparently what it has come to
mean is that developers can build whatever they want wherever
they want.
Just How Much Advice Does a Guy Need?
The city currently has 15 volunteer advisory committees. They
advise city council and committees on things like roads and cycling,
rural affairs, transit, pedestrians, forestry, etc. This summer, a
report came out from the city clerk’s office suggesting that the
number of advisory committees be reduced. At the end of June, all
the existing committees were rather unceremoniously dissolved.
There are supposed to be seven new committees formed this fall,

probably not with the same members, that combine the mandates
of the former committees.
It’s true there were problems with the existing structure, with some
committees straying outside their mandate or making unrealistic
recommendations. However, they did provide a way for citizens
to get involved and to interact directly with city administrators.
It seems that in the new advisory committee structure Council
wants members with “expertise” which to me sounds like code for
development or other industry insiders. I’m pretty sure there are
any number of councillors who get plenty of advice from industry
insiders already.
There are some who suspect that the main reason for this change
was that the advisory committees were advising things that the
council simply didn’t want to listen to. For example, the Heritage
Advisory Committee for one strongly condemned council’s
Lansdowne Park plan and was ignored. This dissolution may be
the payback.
Is That a Softball You’re Lobbying?
As of September 1, the City will have a “lobbyist registry”
established. A lobbyist is someone who advocates for a particular
legislative change that benefits them or their interests. Initially,
it had been anticipated that even non-profit groups such as
community associations would have to register as lobbyists, which
was rather absurd. But the rules that were established back in
June mean only people representing businesses or financial
interests would have to do so. Only formal contacts, not chance
encounters, need to be recorded, and only the lobbyists need to
record their lobbying – there is no onus on councillors or city staff
to do so.
This will be a good thing I think, but there are some pretty big
loopholes in the rules. First, how do you define “formal contact”?
If a lobbyist meets a councillor at some event or just happens to
meet him on the street, does this not have to be recorded even if
they discuss legislation? And the contact has to be about some
specific piece of legislation or action to be recorded. If it’s just
about general principles apparently it doesn’t count. The biggest
problem with municipal government is the propensity for wellconnected insiders to control the council agenda and to end up
with sweetheart deals, like the Lansdowne Park debacle. Perhaps
the lobbyist registry will at least open up a public window on these
sorts of goings-on.

Have you noticed this sign on the community centre? Sawmill Creek in the
Heron Park area was selected for a pilot project that will hopefully reduce
the erosion that plagues creeks during spring run-offs and heavy rainfalls.
If the project is successful, many more creeks and streams in Ottawa and
elsewhere will benefit. Huge thanks to all involved in making this happen.

The plaque was unveiled on August 1st, and makes
a great addition to the building. Left to right: Darlene
Conway (City of Ottawa), Elizabeth Jamieson
(designed the barbs when she was at Ottawa U.),
Councillor David Chernushenko, James McLaren
(President, Heron Park Community Association), and
Ronald Townsend (Professor Emeritus, University of
Ottawa). The Rideau Valley Conservation Authority
was also involved via The City Stream Watch Project.
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Wednesday

Hidden Harvest Ottawa - Next Steps

Night
Program

FREE!!!

Supervised activities for Kids and Teens

In the last issue of The Herald, there was
a small bit about Hidden Harvest which
Heron Parker (and board member) Jason
Garlough had been instrumental in creating.
The group received a $1000 grant from
Awesome Ottawa to help get the project off
the ground - and what a great job they’ve
done in such a short time! The description
of what they are doing is below, as taken
from the website listed at the end of the
article. Some photos from the first harvests
they’ve undertaken in this, their first year,
are also included. Hats off to Jason and all
the good folk at Hidden Harvest Ottawa. All
are welcome to become involved.

Parents Welcome
Wednesdays-5:30pm to 7pm
Heron Park (Heron Road
and Clover Street)

Equipment, learning materials, food
and drinks will be provided
Funding provided by HPCA and
generous neighbours
Colin MacLean

613-863-5101

cmaclean_esl@yahoo.com

Hidden Harvest Ottawa will make the
connection between tree owners and
volunteer harvesters to rescue fruit or
nuts that would otherwise go to waste,
delivering 1/2 to the nearest food agency,
leaving 1/4 with the home owner, and 1/4
shared amongst the harvesters.
Over time we will anticipate the harvests
around us to ensure that no food goes
to waste when it is needed. We will also
improve at growing food-bearing trees,
and remove the barriers to those that
don't plant edible trees due to the harvest
'burden', evolving our culture to be a foodtree friendly city.
Together we will increase our City’s food
security, address climate change with our
forks, and have a great time.

Heron Park Community Centre

Shinny * Skating Skills
Games & Logic Puzzles
Math Challenges * Reading Help
Arts & Crafts

sharing fruit, then planting more trees. Right
now in Ottawa there are more than 20,000
fruit and nut trees on city property alone,
which could mean 200,000 lbs of food in
one season. Meanwhile, the Ottawa Food
Bank aids more than 48,000 people every
month, with a limited fresh food budget.

Sign up to be the first to hear when
we are accepting applications for
volunteers and harvest locations, at www.
hiddenharvestottawa.ca.
Hidden Harvest Ottawa (HHO) will
ensure Ottawa's fruit and nuts are valued,
picked, and shared. A social enterprise
launching this harvest season, HHO will
support Ottawa's urban orchard through
services including selling edible trees,
tree maintenance, and organizing harvest
events.
Hidden Harvest Ottawa seeks to create
a food-tree friendly city by picking and

For all your real estate needs, call:

BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING
What do you think needs more investment in Ottawa?
Where do you think the City spends money needlessly?
What do you love and what could you live without?
Councillor David Chernushenko will host a budget consultation
meeting for Capital Ward in late October-early November
(keep an eye on capitalward.ca for details).
In the meantime, share your ideas and input by emailing
budget@capitalward.ca or by phoning 613-580-2487.
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HERON PARK TI
1935 - Sisters of Holy Cross establish a convent on Metcalfe Road
(now Bank Street), remain there until 1957. (Former home of Harry
Greenway)
1937 - St Thomas Aquinas school expands from two to four
classrooms to accommodate population growth.
Date to be confirmed, but in this approximate time, Father Pierre
Belanger died and the parish hall was repossessed. It was
purchased by Harold Dowler who began a chicken hatchery on the
first level and conducted dances during and beyond WW2 on the
2nd floor, attracting many soldiers from Uplands Base. They were
eventually barred due to community disruptions, and not too long
after that the owner sold the building and built a dance hall nearer
the base. The second floor fire in 1956 saw the building become a
one story building that was home to Glebe Electric for many years.
1942 - (Oct. 14) Head-on railway collision on CNR line just west
of Metcalfe Road (Bank Street) at Billings Bridge. 20 horses were
killed or euthanized and 6 crewmen were injured.

south of Heron Road, led to the decline in enrollment at St. Thomas
Aquinas, which closed in 1970’s.
1949 - Billings Bridge Public School closed when Alta Vista Public
School opens.
1950 - (Jan. 1st) 14,605 acres of the township is annexed by
the City of Ottawa. This included Overbrook, Hurdman’s Bridge,
Billings Bridge, Ellwood, Hog’s Back, Manor Park, Rideau Park,
Hawthorne and the developing communities of Riverview and Alta
Vista.
Note: The Fire Department was housed behind Town Hall
(Metcalfe at Billings Bridge, east side), and the annexation places
Gloucester Town Hall, Fire and Roads Departments miles inside
of Ottawa city limits.
1950 - OC Transpo commences “Metcalfe Highway” route across
Billings Bridge, with hourly service. The days of walking from BB
to the streetcar loop at Bank and Grove are over.
Note: Much of Billings Village had started to disappear around
this time, and Heron Park started to grow shortly after. However,
much disruption was caused to expansion efforts as some of the
satellite communities that were in close proximity to Heron Park
were expropriated by the NCC or commercial interests. Lost
communities (demolished) include Nordic Circle, Hog’s Back and
more. Currently there are about 5 houses remaining from the
village, and the community might consider having one or more
of them designated heritage, similar to what has taken place in
Lowertown East on some of the workmen’s homes.
1951 - Request to Mayor Whitton to have running water installed
in Heron Park (as per annexation discussions and agreements)
was denied. The community (via Leo Sabourin) appealed to
George Dunbar (Ministry of Municipal Affairs) and running water
was installed. Note: On a positive note, several individuals have
retained this tendency to defend the community which over time
led to the creation of a community association in 1988.

The photo above is taken from the CNR bridge, and shows Billings
Village circa mid 1920’s. CA - 000880
1942-43 - St Vincent de Paul Society started by Billings Bridge
residents Albert Plante, Leo Henri and Donat Philip with the
assistance of then parish priest Father Emile Latendresse.
1944 - (Feb. 7) St. Thomas Aquinas Separate School, Billings
Bridge destroyed by fire.
1944 - (June 5) Cowan Ice House, located between Bowesville
Road (now Riverside Drive) and Rideau River west of Metcalfe
Road (now Bank Street), destroyed by fire at Billings Bridge.
1945 - New St. Thomas Aquinas school built on site of old
presbytery. Sixteen classrooms, including one for home economics
and one for industrial arts. Building still exists, but has become the
Billingswood retirement home with many upgrades and additions.
Original building can still be seen from Ohio St perspective.
1946 - School bus service commences to transport high school
students from Gloucester, Nepean and Cumberland to Ottawa
schools.
1948 - CPR train crash at Metcalfe (Bank) and Elm St
(Rockingham) causes tanker car to spill tar onto property now
known as Timmermans Park. No one injured, although train men
were covered in tar. Note: This area continues to be swampy in the
spring thaw and after heavy rains. It suffers bad drainage to this
day, as the property was covered up with landfill rather than being
cleaned up as would be required now.
Dates to be determined: Building dates of Heron Park, Alta Vista,
St. Victor and Lamoureux schools. The opening of these schools,

1951 - Leo Henri’s persistence to change the name of Beverly St to
Belanger is finally granted. Father Pierre Belanger was the parish
priest at St. Thomas Aquinas for 21 years and was an integral part
of the Billings Bridge community.
1950‘s - Applewood Acres subdivision is developed on the site of
the former Billings family apple orchard and the named is derived
from this. Last major orchard in the BB area. Note: The last of the
orchard was known to be to the east of the seminary on Kilborn.
There may still be traces of the orchard in the area, likely on private
property for the most part.
1952 - Hog's Back community expropriated for parkland. Note: This
expropriation, as well as others such as Ellwood Village (Ledbury,
Banff and Walkley Trainyards area), Nordic Circle (north part of
area currently home to the RA Centre) and the homes expropriated
in the south west area of Heron Park (for the construction of the
Airport Parkway) have contributed largely to the lack of sustained
residential growth that other areas in Ottawa experienced in the
post WW2 era.
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IMELINE - Part 2
Photo below, left, is of The Methodist Church, built on Billings
property where the remains of the outside oven stand, with a
heritage plaque. It can be seen near the river, east of Bank St.
CA-012061

1953 - HERON PARK IS BORN!

A subdivision located to the west of Bank Street and the former
CPR right of way and centered on Heron Road, it is bounded
by Gateville (Rockingham Avenue) to the north and Brookfield
Gardens (Brookfield Road) to the south. Houses began to be
sold in 1953 [Ottawa Citizen, April 2, 1953 p.29 and Oct. 15, 1953
p.44] and the area was being marketed on March 5, 1955 by
Ottawa Construction Finance Ltd. as close to future government
development (Confederation Heights) and the parkway (Airport)
and the new shopping centre (Billings Bridge Plaza opened in
1954) [Ottawa Citizen, March 5, 1955 p.33].
Note: Current boundaries now defined by Bank Street on the east,
Walkley on the south, Sawmill Creek and Data Centre Road on the
west and Rideau River to the north. Heron Park North Community
Association merged with communities south of Heron Road (1998)
and now the entire area is known as Heron Park. Includes newer
subdivisions of Confederation Heights (mid 1970’s), South Keys
Landing (late 1990‘s) and Alta Vista Glen, aka Sawmill Private,
(early 2000’s).

was occupied, which kept some parishioners attending St Thomas
Aquinas services. The first Mass was celebrated on March 23,
1969, and a small migration of some Heron Park residents began.]
1958 - The Merkley Brickyard at Billings Bridge closes after being
expropriated by the federal government in 1954. This became the
site of the RA Centre. The brickyard was demolished at the end of
1960.
1962 - Brookfield Gardens, a new development located south of the
intersection of Brookfield Road and Kaladar Avenue and adjacent to
Heron Park is built. Its target market were the government workers
at Confederation Heights. The name originates from the market
gardens that were previously located in the area.
1982 - (Dec. 12) Billings Bridge Plaza bus terminal opens.
1988 - Heron Park North Community Association is born.
The next issue of the Herald will focus on the struggles that led
to the creation of the association, and the continued growth and
strengthening of the community and the associations role. In
addition, it will signal the beginning of the celebrations to mark 25
years of the association’s existence.

1954 - (October 22) Billings Bridge Plaza opens.
1954 - Rideau River blasting commences to prevent spring flooding
in New Edinburgh, Eastview (Vanier) and Billings Bridge. Note: Date
to be determined, but two things happened that ultimately stopped
the blasting in the vicinity of Billings Bridge. It was determined
that two of the large islands immediately west of the bridge were
to be removed and the fill was used to form higher shorelines
on the shores of the river. Further work initiated by the Rideau
Valley Conservation Authority (RVCA) to dam the shorelines, in
conjunction with the City of Ottawa, from approximately the Dunbar
bridge (Bronson Ave) to the area around Windsor Park in Old
Ottawa South was completed over several years and now floods in
this area are pretty much a thing of the past. Any flooding that does
occur now is pretty much limited to both sides of Rideau in the
proximity of Brewer Park. Remnants of the removal of the islands
is visible in the river during periods of low water, by observing the
large mostly rectangular shaped bits of blasted rock that weren’t
moved to the shoreline.
1957 - New St Thomas Aquinas church built, on Metcalfe (east
side) across from the school. Official opening blessing ceremony
in June 1958. Note: The continued rapid population growth to the
east and south put pressures on the parish for further school and
church expansions. However, the creation of Holy Cross as an
anglophone parish in the early 1960’s on Walkley Road removed
much of the overcrowding pressure and led to St. Thomas Aquinas
becoming fully francophone. [Sunday Mass was celebrated in a
Confederation Heights government cafeteria until the new building

Presbyterian Church at Billings bridge, built in the late 1800’s on
Metcalfe Road (Bank Street) during one of the Rideau River ﬂoods,
a regular occurance until two of the four islands on the Rideau
were removed and the shorelines were built up. CA-012054.
That’s it for part two of the Heron Park Timeline. Any comments,
corrections or additional information that anyone can add to this
information will be appreciated. Email donna.silver@mac.com. At the
completion of Part 3 in the next issue, the entire timeline will be posted
on the Heron Park website under the History tab. www.heronpark.ca.
Note: After the last issue, we were contacted by someone looking for
information regarding a previously built communiyt centre. The building
in question is the little wee building just north of the Mongolian Pot
restaurant. Indeed it was built as a comminity centre, but the records do
not indicate by whom it was built. More research is being indertaken to
ﬁnd out who built it, and will be shared as soon as we know. Interesting.

Maria Hawkins is well known in the
Ottawa area as the Blues Lady. She’s
performed regularly at many local
venues, but lately has become known
for her award winning work in bringing
her “Stop the Bullying“ program
to schools in Ottawa and outlying
communities. We were lucky to have
her perform recently at the August 1st
LUAU party in Heron Park where the
young and old alike were instant fans.
Her contact info is included here
should you wish to discuss how to
bring her to a school near you.
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Lansdowne Demolition Begins
Work to build retail stores and condos is proceeding at
Lansdowne Park. Here we see a good view of the Aberdeen
Pavilion from the edge of the construction zone, looking
south from Holmwood Avenue. Enjoy it because this vista
will soon be lost forever as a huge wall consisting of a
multiplex theatre and condo buildings will be built in the large
hole in the foreground. I was interested to see that though
the work on the shopping mall is proceeding apace, nothing
whatsoever has been done to the stadium or the arena yet.
Huh. And I thought this was all about getting a football team.
The large tank-like trailer you can see in the other picture is
(I think) a sediment trap. The pipe lying in the foreground is
constantly pumping water from the mighty hole where there
will be underground parking into the sediment trap. The other
pipe angling down from the top of the trailer drains water
into a nearby manhole, which presumably leads to the storm
drains. There were at least three of these sediment traps in
operation that I could see from the street. I'm no expert, but
really, is it all that wise to build underground parking in a place
where you have to constantly pump water out of the hole
during construction? While we're on the topic, how smart is
it to have even fewer parking spaces than you had for the
football team that failed because no one could conveniently
get to the stadium?
The construction zone is, of course, fenced off, with wire
mesh in some places and solid plywood in others. People
have already started decorating the plywood fencing on
Holmwood Avenue with a variety of pictures and comments.
No doubt it will get more thoroughly embellished in the
coming months.
Submitted by James McLaren

Brookfield Bike Path Update
In the last issue of the Herald, we had an interesting story regarding
the neglect along the pathway that goes west from the corner of
Junction and Brookfield. Acts of vandalism and security concerns
were raised. Shortly after that, a Task Force was put together
and a walk-about meeting with Councillor Chernushenko and
representatives from city park staff, city bylaw staff, community
police staff and James McLaren. Most of the concerns as
previously raised were found to be in need of attention. Here’s
a summary of what was determined to be undertaken and what
remains to be done. At the end of the summary, there is some
more information on how residents can help to insure that this
level of neglect does not reoccur.

should be undertaken in this area or a serious cut-back to keep
a grassy space between the path and the bushes might be in
order.

1) Graffiti removal under Transitway bridge: This was done,
but new graffiti has appeared - see photo. It was also discussed
that this location might be a candidate for a mural, perhaps as
undertaken voluntarily by Heron Park residents.
2) Fences damaged, need repairs: The fence has been repaired,
but the larger problem remains. Footpaths are clearly visible that
start from the fence holes, and cross the Airport Parkway in a
direct line to the west side of Brookfield. There is a larger issue
regarding the potential need for a foot bridge, and that will be
further discussed at the community and city levels.
3) Overgrown bushes need to be trimmed: It was noted
that the bushes and assorted undergrowth had in places
encroached significantly onto the pathway, and this made cyclist
lines of visibility on curves an issue for pedestrians. Action was
taken fairly quickly to trim the growth back several feet from
the path. An ongoing concern is that this path is apparently
only trimmed once a year, but the rapid growth of the bushes
suggests that either a more aggressive trimming practice

4) Burnt out and damaged lights: It was noted that that some of
the lights under the Transitway bridge were damaged, and many
of the lights along the path were simply burnt out and needed
bulb replacement. The necessary repairs and bulb replacements
appear to have been undertaken. The damaged lights are part of
a larger issue that will be discussed further in this article.
5) Cycling path sign missing just east of Brookfield at
Junction entrance: City staff reported that they do not have a
cycling map for this location. It was commented on at the walk
about that the sign had been there (the post is still in place) and
that there were also cyclist lanes marked through the community.
Continued on page 11
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What’s On During The autumn At Alta Vista Libr ary? Lots!
CHILDREN / ENFANTS

STORYTIMES / CONTES

Fall Colouring Contest / Concours de
coloriage d’automne

Babytime / Bébés à la biblio - Session 1

Colour the fall picture for your age
category for a chance to win great prizes
and see your framed picture displayed in
the children’s department for two weeks!
September 10 – October 10. Ages 4-6;
7-9; 10-12. Coloriez le dessin de votre
groupe d’âge et courez la chance de
gagner des prix fabuleux et d’avoir votre
œuvre encadré et accroché dans la salle
des enfants pendant deux semaines ! Du
10 septembre au 10 octobre. Ages 4 à 6;
7 à 9 ; 10 à 12.
Family Games Night / Soirée de jeux en
famille
Play games with other families – use
those at the library or bring your own. A
variety will be available, from traditional
games like Scrabble or chess, to modern
ones, such as Gossip Girl! Amusez-vous
avec d’autres familles – jouez les jeux
disponibles à la succursale ou emportez
et partagez vos propres jeux. De Scrabble
aux échecs, en passant par Gossip Girl,
nous avons de quoi tenter toute la famille!
Thursday, September 27 (7:00 – 8:00 pm)
Jeudi, le 27 septembre (19h – 20h)
Fall leaves fall! / Feuilles en folie!
Fall stories and crafts. Ages 3-7.
Registration/
Contes
et
bricolage
d'automne. Pour les 3 à 7 ans. Inscription.
Saturday, September 29 (2:00 – 2:45 pm)
Samedi, le 29 septembre (14h – 14h45)

Stories, rhymes and songs for babies
and a parent or caregiver. 0-18 months. /
Contes, rimes et chansons pour les bébés
et un parent ou gardien. 0-18 mois. NOTE:
The library will be closed October 8th for
Thanksgiving. La bibliothèque sera fermée
le 8 octobre pour l’Action de grâce.

Les mardis, 13 novembre – 11 décembre
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription requise)
Toddlertime / Tout-petits à la biblio Session 2
Stories, rhymes and songs for babies and
a parent or caregiver. 18-36 months. /
Contes, rimes et chansons pour les toutpetits et un parent ou gardien. Pour les
18-36 mois.

Mondays, September 24 – October
29 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration
required)

Wednesdays, November 14 – December
12 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration
required)

Les lundis, le 24 septembre – 29 octobre
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription requise)

Les mercredis, 14 novembre – 12 décembre
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription requise)

Storytime / Contes - Session 1
Stories,
rhymes,
and
songs
for
preschoolers and a parent or caregiver.
Ages 3-6. / Contes, rimes et chansons
pour les enfants préscolaires et un parent
ou gardien. Pour les 3-6 ans.
Tuesdays, September 25 – October
30 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration
required)
Les mardis, 25 septembre – 30 octobre
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription requise)
Toddlertime / Tout-petits à la biblio Session 1
Stories, rhymes and songs for babies and
a parent or caregiver. 18-36 months. /
Contes, rimes et chansons pour les toutpetits et un parent ou gardien. Pour les
18-36 mois.
Wednesdays, September 26 – October
31 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration
required)
Les mercredis, 26 septembre – 31 octobre
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription requise)
Babytime / Bébés à la biblio - Session 2
Stories, rhymes and songs for babies
and a parent or caregiver. 0-18 months. /
Contes, rimes et chansons pour les bébés
et un parent ou gardien. 0-18 mois.
Mondays, November 12 – December
10 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration
required)
Les lundis, le 12 novembre – 10 décembre
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription requise)
Storytime / Contes - Session 2
Stories,
rhymes,
and
songs
for
preschoolers and a parent or caregiver.
Ages 3-6. / Contes, rimes et chansons
pour les enfants préscolaires et un parent
ou gardien. Pour les 3-6 ans.
Tuesdays, November 13 – December
11 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration
required)

N.B. Registration for programs starts
on September 12. / L’inscription des
programmes commence le 12 septembre.
/Registration for all programs requires a
valid OPL library card for each registrant./
Toutes les personnes qui souhaitent
s’inscrire à des programmes doivent être
titulaires d’une carte valide de la BPO.

BOOKMOBILE IN HERON PARK?
Would you like to see a Bookmobile once
a month in Heron Park? Explorations
to make this happen have started, The
idea needs support from the community
to demonstrate whether this would be a
suitable neighbourhood to conduct a pilot
program. If you think this would be great
service to have within walking distance
for most residents, please let us know. If
you have an idea where the best location
would be, or the best time for this service,
that would also be helpful towards making
this happen. Some tentative discussions
have suggested the Clementine Seniors
Residence or the Community Centre. It’s
also been suggested that an alternative
option could be to run a “book swap”
where you bring the books you no longer
want and trade with others. A survey will
be sent out soon via the email list and on
the web-site. Contact rosella.macneil@
sympatico.ca to join the email list.

THE HERON PARK HERALD

PAGE 10

AUTUMN 2012

POLITICAL PAGES

David
McGuinty
A low-cost, fish-friendly solution to erosion in Sawmill
Creek
I was proud to unveil the interpretive sign for the Sawmill Creek
stream barbs at the Heron Park fieldhouse in early August.
This pilot project is a great example of an environmentally
friendly, cost-effective way to protect urban waterways.
Erosion causes serious damage to fish habitat, not to mention
public and private property. Hence the barbs, which are low,
linear arrangements of rock that redirect strong currents away
from the stream bank. This approach is less intrusive and
less damaging to the creek than more drastic solutions, as
well as less expensive to construct—a potential win-win from
both bottom-line and environmental perspectives.
This project, in which barbs were installed along a section
of Sawmill Creek adjacent to Heron Park, is a partnership
between the City of Ottawa, the University of Ottawa, the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities and the Rideau Valley
Conservation Authority's City Stream Watch program.
The Heron Park Community Association deserves a special
thank you for planting trees and shrubs to help stabilize the
valley slope.

Member of Parliament - Ottawa South

My office provides information on the services offered by the
Government of Canada, including:
The Canada Pension Plan;
Old Age Security;
Guaranteed Income Supplement;
Small Business Assistance;
Citizenship Inquiries;

Canadian Passports;
Immigration Matters;
Grants & Funding;
Student Loans; and
Taxation Issues.

If I can ever be of assistance to you, please contact my office.

David McGuinty, M.P.

Hard Work - Dedication - Public Service

Constituency Office
1883 Bank Street
Ottawa, Ontario
K1V 7Z9

Tel: 990-8640
Fax: 990-2592
Email:
david.mcguinty@parl.gc.ca

By monitoring the effectiveness of the barbs, we are gaining
valuable information about how to best manage urban streams.
If they work well—the final report should be available in early
2013—similar barbs may be used to protect other creeks in
Ottawa.
No complaint is too minor to report
People are often reluctant to report what they consider to be
minor problems because they don’t want to be a bother, or
they assume police or bylaw officers have better things to do.
But small problems often lead to larger ones. So don’t be shy,
just be sure you’re calling the right number:
9-1-1: Life-threatening crimes in progress
613-230-6211: Non-life threatening emergencies, unruly or
suspicious behaviour, plus noise complaints after 2 a.m.
3-1-1: Noise complaints (until 2 a.m.) and property standards
issues (overgrown lawns, garbage, derelict buildings, graffiti,
etc.)
Calling the above numbers not only reports problems to the
City for immediate response, but also creates a history we
can use to escalate consequences on persistent issues—for
example, from issuing a warning to issuing a fine on recurring
noise violations.
Please also follow up with a report to my office so we can
monitor emerging situations in Capital Ward and request
escalated responses when necessary. You are our eyes and
ears, and we cannot respond to problems if we don’t know
about them.
Councillor David Chernushenko
613-580-2487 | David.Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca
www.capitalward.ca

COMPUTER HELP IN YOUR HOME
WE COME TO YOU TO fIx
COMPUTER PRObLEMs.
Compu-Home is a highly
regarded family business located
right near you. Service is honest,
reliable, affordable and prompt.

613-731-5954

HOW CaN WE HELP YOU?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer slowdowns
Problems with Internet connections
Spam, spyware and security programs
Setting up and maintaining home and office networks
Printer problems
Helping plan, purchase and use new computer equipment
Transferring and backing up data
Using new digital cameras
Coaching

613-731-5954

info@compu-home.com
Malcolm and John Harding

THE HERON PARK HERALD

AUTUMN 2012

PAGE 11

POLITICAL PAGES
Brookfield Path Update
Rob Campbell
OCDSB Trustee Zone 9
Rideau-Vanier/Capital
rob@ocdsvzone9.ca
613 323-7803

School Year Start-up!
It is shaping up to be a busy year at the
Board with a variety of initiatives worth
tracking.
One outcome of a schools accommodation
review elsewhere in Zone 9 last year is a
central discussion to be held on OCDSB
English language programming. Concerns
were raised by community members during
this exercise that our regular English
language programs were not getting the
support they needed - in some areas of
the District English language programming
numbers are low. I turned this community
concern into a Board motion to formally
discuss the program and how to help it. As a
result, this Fall, staff are to set up a Districtwide focus group to begin discussions.
What sorts of supports or guidance do
these programs need? What is the right
balance between program size / robustness
and local neighbourhood access?
Last school year as well, community
members raised concerns with local public
access to our schools (especially gyms) offhours on Sundays: we simply did not rent
or open up space on Sundays before at all.
My motion on opening up Sunday access
to OCDSB schools passed in late June.
And, starting this Fall, our Community Use
of Schools (CUS) office staff should start to
allow Sunday bookings for at least one high
school in each area of the city as a pilot.
This should help relieve some pressure
for weekend space amongst community
groups across Ottawa.
And, last year, a Board task force of
three Trustees was asked to come
up with recommendations to improve
special education services. We met 28
times last year and produced several
recommendations, ranging from greater

transparency, to greater stability of location
for students and others. Most were passed
quickly but some key ones went for study,
such as establishing geographically-based
catchments with zero waiting lists (like
regular programs). Something will come
forward to debate this year.
I have asked staff as well for the
development of a Request for Proposal
guide so 3rd parties such as soccer clubs
will understand of what it takes to partner on
something such as yards co-development
for HS fields: community access protection,
liabilities, condition, etc. There have been
a number of misunderstandings in the past
which this request moving forward should
clarify.
Also coming this year:
- a review of School Council financial
controls and purposes
- the first meetings of an interim community
advisory committee on the extended day
program and all-day kindergarten ... my
motion last year setting this up makes it a
true community-based advisory committee
- labour negotiations are in the news of
course, and we can expect a steady diet of
this news feed, however I do not expect any
classroom impacts
- the School Board Trustees are changing
their meetings structure as part of a
governance
modernization
project
and striking the right balance between
deliberation / oversight and expediting
business will require good judgement.
Busy indeed! ...
If you have a suggestion or a concern, then
please contact me via rob@ocdsbzone9.ca
or at 613 323-7803. Meeting and document
info available at www.ocdsb.ca

Continued from page 8
It would appear that the cycling route
through Heron Park that allowed cyclists
an opportunity to avoid the perils of Bank
Street and Heron Road no longer exists.
This will be looked into further, certainly
with an eye towards confirming that this a
cycling path. Why else would a solid yellow
line be painted on a pedestrian only path?
As the path is well used by pedestrians,
joggers, and cyclists it is important that all
of the matters discussed above need to be
resolved, and that can only happen with
improved maintenance and monitoring.
The larger issues and next steps:
There are continuing concerns about the
vandalism and graffiti, and the frequent
gatherings of youth under the Transitway
bridge as well as at the small greenspace
adjacent to Sawmill Private. It is a concern
to residents in the vicinity as well as other
path users.
The small greenspace is actually zoned as
a city park, and forms part of the property
of the Sawmill Private community. This
small space is being considered under
the city’s Adopt-A-Park program by the
community association, and more details
on that will appear in a future issue. For
now, it is considered to be as much a part
of the community responsibility as the other
parks (Heron, Kaladar and Timmermans)
are, and should be part of the twice yearly
clean-ups as a minimum.
The community police have a role to
play here and will be invited to a future
community association meeting to discuss
the issues further and to brainstorm on
solutions. At time of going to press, we have
not heard back from them regarding what
actions they may have already undertaken
under the Transitway bridge, but we will be
updated and share that info as it becomes
available.
Finally, do not hesitate to call 311 if you
happen to see a maintenance issue that
needs attention and copy James McLaren
(jameshmclaren@gmail.com) to keep
the community association advised and
involved.
Submitted by Donna Silver
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1145 Heron Road
Ottawa ON K1V 6B5
Tel: 613-731-8752 / 613-731-8758

Pizza Special

Combination
Specials

Combination or
Hawaiian

Medium Pepperoni Pizza
20 wings
Pitcher of House Draught Beer

Medium $14.50 (+tax)
Large $15.50 (+tax)

$30.95 (+ tax)

Includes 2 canned
soft drinks

- OR Medium Pizza, one topping
Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$23.95 (+ tax)
Mon - Thurs

Pick Up Special
Large Pepporoni Pizza $9.95

4pm to closing

Take Out Only

(Dine In Only)

O’Brien’s Eatery and Pub welcomes families, new
and returning students, and Karaoke lovers to enjoy
the remaining warm days of autumn on the patio,
or come inside to catch all the sports on the big screens.

O’Brien’s Pub Hours:
Monday- Saturday 11 am - 1 am
Sunday 12 pm - 11 pm

Cedars and Company Hours
9 am - 10 pm
7 days a week

Paid advertising

