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Capital cup and winter carnival all-in-one day!
Winter Carnival - An Exciting Family Day on
Heron Park’s Award Winning Rink
While it’s still autumnal outside as this issue is getting readied for press,
it is time once again to start the organizing to make this year’s annual
winter carnival one that will not be easily forgotten. Volunteers are
an important asset to the success of any community activity, and your
help will ensure that this day, which features Heron Park as the host
community, shows the best of our community spirit. No contribution is
too small. From helping to get the rink readied for the shinny games,
to baking some goodies to sell to the crowds or selling memberships
and raffle tickets, to preparing the flyers and postering the community
or any of the other multitude of tasks that James McLaren will have on
a list - it’s all appreciated. Contact James at president@heronpark.ca to
have your name added to the email list for community updates and find
out what needs doing that you could help with. And don’t forget - there
will be food; pancakes and chili, hot drinks, prizes and games for the
young folks galore.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!
FEBRUARY 11 IN HERON PARK.

Will This Be The Hackers’ Year To Win The Cup On Home Ice?
They’d sure like it to be - and they want you on their team. As soon as the rink is ready the practising
will begin in earnest. Schedules for practice times will be posted on the doors to the community
centre. All are welcome to join. Women too, as the picture above from another year shows. One of
the rules of the Capital Cup shinny tournament inssits that each team must at all times have at least
one woman on the ice. The picture on the left shows Colin McLean discussing this year’s strategy
with his muse. So Let’s GO Hackers! Contact Colin for more details at cmaclean_esl@yahoo.com
Thanks to Colin for providing the photo’s from past years’ fun carnival and hockey events.
Community Design Plan Update
Please be advised that the target end date for the Bank
Street Community Design Plan (CDP) has changed.
The CDP will now be presented to City Council in early 2012.
The Council schedule for next year is not yet formalized,
but we are aiming for a date in February 2012. I will confirm
the exact date with you when the schedule is available.
The CDP will be brought to City Council in 2012 instead
of December 2011 to provide us with more time to
appropriately address the comments received through
the consultation period and revise the CDP accordingly.
At this point the draft CDP is still being revised and finalized.
When the document is ready, I will provide you with a link
to the final Plan and its accompanying documents. In the
meantime, please feel free to consult the project webpage
for background information, www.ottawa.ca/bank
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
President’s Report
On November 1, the Heron Park Community Association held its Annual
General Meeting (AGM) at the Billingswood Manor Retirement Home.
Our hosts graciously provided us with coffee and tea, and TimBits and
a vegetable platter were supplied by the Community Association. The
evening was enjoyed by all and it was great to meet a number of neighbours
whom I haven’t seen for a while.
Our guests were David McGuinty, MP for Ottawa South, and David
Chernushenko, Councillor for Capital Ward. David McGuinty spoke at
length about recent events in federal politics and issues that concerned
him locally. Audience members asked questions and he took the time
to respond in detail. David Chernushenko discussed the upcoming 2012
Budget deliberations: the good news is there are no major cuts envisioned,
but the bad news is we didn’t get the funding we were hoping for to do a
detailed needs assessment for our new community centre project.
Your new Heron Park Community Association executive for the 2011-2012
year consist of: James McLaren, President (which explains why I’m still
writing this!); Rodney Ryan, Vice President; Colin MacLean, Treasurer;
and Rosella MacNeil, Secretary. Members-at-large are Maritala Robinson,
Leo Derome, Adam Dodd, and Jason Garlough. We will continue meeting
on the first Tuesday of each month at the Field House (aka the preCommunity Centre) at 7 p.m. Everyone is always welcome – as I said
at the AGM, we discuss issues of importance in the neighbourhood, but
with our present group of witty and intelligent participants it’s always a
fun evening with friends.
The main focus of the AGM was to discuss our plans for a new Community
Centre in Heron Park, as extensively discussed in the last issue of the
Herald. Although we do not have funding to do a needs assessment this
year, we will continue to move forward on the project. Our next step is
to meet with associations in other areas of the city who have successfully
obtained funding to build their own community centres and to take a look
at those facilities. This is a big goal but we can make it happen if enough
people want it. The key is to show the city that we want and need this
facility and that it will be a useful and viable addition to the community.
As you may or may not be aware, Midway is now open. We will continue
to be watchful to make sure this business does not cause problems for the
neighbourhood. It’s unfortunate that we couldn’t persuade them not to
locate here but there are steps we can take to mitigate any possible negative
effects. Particularly if you live on Kaladar or pass by the area frequently,
please keep an eye open for problems and be sure to report them to myself
(president@heronpark.ca) and to Councillor Chernushenko’s office (david.
chernushenko@ottawa.ca).
The Bank Street Community Design Plan (CDP) is now more or less
complete and will be going before committee and council soon. I think
it will be a positive thing for the neighbourhood, especially in that it will
rezone the Kaladar light industrial area to “mixed use”. This means there
can be residential and retail uses but it’s possible the current industrial uses
will continue for a long time. We have worked hard to ensure that no large
format “big box” retail will be permitted in the area. This will be a win
for us because in the long term it will reduce the amount of truck traffic
on Kaladar. While there may be more car traffic, it’s better residential
than commercial, and in the long run more residents should mean better
bus service. The other big news from the Bank Street CDP is the intent
to make a “linear park” along the old railroad right of way running from
Bruce Timermans Park to Brookfield Avenue. Certainly for those of us
walking from Billings Bridge Mall up Bank Street it would be a more
pleasant route. However, considering that much of the railway land is now
in private hands, I don’t see this happening any time soon. In any case,
residents have made it clear that we expect the ongoing drainage problems
behind the Blue Heron Mall to be fixed as part of this development. As
for Bank Street itself, the CDP envisages wider sidewalks and limiting
the ability to make left turns, but other than that no major changes. Bank
Street is and will continue to be a traffic sewer and there’s little we can do
to change that. New buildings will have to have their fronts much closer
to the street than is presently the case, and that will help to slow traffic
because the street will seem more closed in to drivers, but it will be many
years before this has a real effect.
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Thank You to all those who deliver the Heron Park Herald
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Bus service changes for Heron Park have been implemented for
some time now and it doesn’t seem to be working out too well. For
the north side bus frequency has actually increased, but the buses are
often so packed that it’s very difficult to get on and off. Moreover,
the number of buses on the street and the noise they generate have
been an inconvenience for some residents. Meanwhile, the service
on the south side of Heron Road, only once per hour, is so infrequent
as to be almost useless. We are exploring options with the help of
the councillor’s office to improve this situation, but it will be some
months before any changes can be made.
Submitted by James McLaren
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Looking Back And Moving Forward
I’ve been hoping for some time now that I would
be able to find someone who grew up in the
Heron Park community, and I finally did. Not
only were stories told, memories shared and
future endeavours considered, but I learned a
lot more about the beginnings of modern day
Heron Park.
Elaine Comeau grew up on Kaladar Ave.
with eight siblings sharing the family home.
Her parents bought the house before she was
born, and as the family grew so did the house,
one addition after another. For me this was
an interesting metaphor for the community
as a whole. Many of the current facilities in
the community were built to accommodate
the swelling households, and the building of
even more houses to the south continued apace
as well, keeping the need for more schools,
churches and sports facilities struggling to
keep up with the demand. All of this expansion
of course was made possible when the City of
Ottawa amalgamated what was then known as
Billings Village in 1950 and sent buses to this
area, connecting the village with the city.
The Comeaus were part of this brand new
community, one of the first subdivisions in
Ottawa, and they enjoyed the benefits of
moving into a brand new house that was across
the street from empty fields, a large playground
in essence on a street with very little vehicular
traffic. Little did they know that the zoning
of the day allowed for the commercial
development that now exists. A small note of
interest is that when the subdivision plans were
submitted for the area south of Heron, it was
called Confederation Heights and from time to
time that name resurfaces, but is now confined
to the government office buildings at Heron
and Riverside which explains why the O-Train
station is called Confederation Station while
the not that distant Transitway Station is called
Heron Station.
As Elaine recounts her earlier memories, one
thing in particular caught my attention – the two
parts of Brookfield Ave were still connected,
and when they went to church Elaine always
enjoyed the Sunday morning car rides down
the steep hill on their way to church. There was
a bridge across Sawmill Creek and no Airport
Parkway - it was a vast field of the by then no
longer operating Mussencabbie family farm.
It would be wonderful if there was a photo
showing the fields was available to insert here,
maybe I’ll find one with a little more research.
As students at St. Victor’s school, their church
(Holy Cross on Riverside Drive near Walkley)
was not yet built and they held services at the
cafeteria at the original Canada Post buildings
on Brookfield.
There was a rumour in circulation regarding a
bus accident that took place where Brookfield
crossed Sawmill Creek, and many children
died in the crash. This is not confirmed, but
it would explain where some of the pressure to
build the bigger bridge on Heron Road, across
the creek and ultimately across the Rideau
River, came from. If any of our readers can

confirm this story of the school bus accident,
that would be interesting to share.
Some of the early memories of the
neighbourhood that Elaine recounts have to do
with the flavour of the neighbours, and their
relationships with each other. Her immediate
neighbour was Italian, in fact a good majority
of the people moving into the Heron Park
community were European with a strong
representation from Italy - they loved the larger
lots that they could use for growing vegetables.
Many of these gardens continue to flourish.
The next door neighbour was not able to speak
any English, but that didn’t stop bonds from
forming. She loved to cook, and her specialty
was a foccacia bread, loaded with tomato sauce
which the neighbourhood youngsters simply
called pizza. The youngsters could smell it
well before it was cooked, and using the best
social media available at the time, bicycles,
the word spread through the hood in no time.
Elaine recalled that it didn’t take too long for
the shared driveway to be filled with kids,
eager with anticipation - and they were well
rewarded. Eventually, the neighbour came out
with a tray full of sliced pieces which were
distributed equally to the children. She would
nod to them, enjoying their appreciation, and
disappear back into the house. That must have
been a wonderful treat for the kids, and likely
a rewarding experience for the cook. A happy
place to be.

There were other treats in the community
that Elaine recalls with humour, such as the
school principal who came out at recess and
removed some of the snacks that the students
had - claiming it was bad for them. Then there
was ‘Gyps’ which was an early version of a
convenience store that also sold groceries and
had a small bar where fountain drinks were
served up. Now, that store is O’Brien’s Pub
and Eatery. Going there was a lesson in money
counting as the owner would often short change
customers, the youth in particular. Nothing
teaches a young person to be accurate with
numbers when their allowance spending spree
could be jeopardized. It was also interesting to
note that the kids in the neighbourhood could
go there on their own, crossing the two lane
Heron Road without the need for traffic lights.

There was little need to go further than Bank
Street to have most of one’s commercial needs
met, and most of that could be easily done by
walking. Rideau Bakery’s store saw the early
introduction of rye bread and other ‘exotic’
baked goods to the residents, and it was a short
walk through the Brookfield pedestrian link to
Bank Street and back, with a fresh loaf or two
of rye bread tempting one’s nostrils through
the paper bags. The Home Hardware store has
been a permanent fixture at the corner of Bank
and Heron, run by at least three generations
of the same family until recently. The Local
Heroes sports bar was a grocery store, as was
the site that now houses a Shoppers Drug Mart.
The best thing, though, from a young Elaine’s
perspective, was the Red Barn. Long since torn
down (after being destroyed in a fire, I believe)
this restaurant was a neighbourhood favourite,
but also drew residents from other communities
that were sprouting up in the vicinity such as
Applewood Acres, Alta Vista, and Ellwood.
They would sometimes be dispatched to go to
the Red Barn to get takeout chicken dinners
to bring home, and this became an excursion
along the train tracks that no longer exist - a
journey that the children loved as it was still
surrounded by many trees. The Comeau family
would sometimes go there for sit-down dinners
too - a rare but much loved treat.
One other memory that Elaine shared was the
Christmas tree lot. Located in the vicinity of
Clementine and Rockingham (likely where
the red brick community housing building
currently sits) Elaine swears that they were the
best trees ever, and well worth the trip to fetch
one each year.
The story that best captures the community
spirit that Heron Park continues to foster is one
of sharing. Back in the day, the Heron Park
field house was situated in a park that had
two baseball diamonds, and no playground.
The playground wasn’t deemed necessary
then, as all four of the local schools provided
playground areas which were well used. (Yes
- there were four local schools that kids could
walk to!) Without water nearby, swimming
on those hot summer days was difficult at
best. So, Elaine’s father constructed a wooden
pool for their backyard, and it was a central
attraction for area kids for many years. Now
that’s innovative. The boards would be stored
in the garage the rest of the year, but keenly
anticipated as soon as the warm weather came
calling.
Well, that pretty much captures the hour and
a half visit I had with Elaine in her art studio
on Colonnade Road. Elaine teaches art at
Algonquin College and in her studio, and
encourages interested Heron Parkers to check
her web site www.wildpigments.com
This interview and transcription was under
taken by Donna Silver. Heron Park residents,
past or present are invited to comment on this
article or to share their stories as well. Contact
Donna at theherald@heronpark.ca to chat.
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City Beat
By James McLaren

Burn, baby, burn
In an event that holds the potential to be
kind of good news or horrifically bad
news for the city, Plasco Energy recently
received certification for their plasma
arc waste-to-energy conversion process
from the Ministry of the Environment.
Whaaaa….? you may ask. Stand by for
a boring explanation from my alter alter
ego, Science Teacher Guy:
Plasco is a company owned by Rod
Bryden (yes, the former Senators owner)
that has a process which uses the heat
from an electric arc to break down
some of the components in solid waste
materials such as wood and plastic into a
gas that can power an engine to produce
electricity. This is called ‘syngas’ and
is composed of fun things like methane,
carbon dioxide, and carbon monoxide.
Mmm… tasty. Yes it burns but not very
efficiently compared to something like
natural gas. This is not a new idea: in the
19th century before electricity was widely
available a similar coal gasification
process was used to provide lighting and
to contaminate the former gasification
plant sites with coal tar. Okay, now back
to the usual snide commentary from City
Beat Guy.
In 2005, Plasco built a demonstration
plant at the Trail Road landfill. It was
beset by many problems but did indeed
produce energy from waste. That plant
has now ceased operation, since it was a
“demonstration plant” that more or less
successfully demonstrated except for
quite a few breakdowns and not actually
making a whole lot of energy and stuff
like that. If I was a cynic, I’d say…oh
wait, I AM a cynic, so I WILL say that
maybe they wanted to shut it down before
it successfully demonstrated the ability
to totally fall apart or explode. Anyway,
now that Plasco has environmental
approval, it’s come a-knockin’ at the
city’s door looking for an $8 million per
year contract to take 136,000 tonnes of
the city’s waste each year for the next
20 to 30 years. Actually they first came
a-knockin’ two years before they had
environmental approval, but the city isn’t
that dumb. Sometimes. In view of the
difficulty and expense of sourcing a new
waste disposal site, this prospect holds
a good deal of attraction for council. It
also holds a tremendous amount of risk.
Plasco’s process has worked at small
scales, but will it work 365 days a year,
something their demonstration plant
could not achieve? The bottom line is
that Plasco’s plan is an expensive, risky
technology that is in essence incineration.
Here’s a crazy idea: instead of burning
our non-recyclable garbage, why not just
stop throwing so much stuff away?

Rink Report
Besides, the city doesn’t have a good
track record on contracting out services.
There’s the Orgaworld composting plant,
the owners of which are paid $8 million
a year to compost 80,000 tonnes per year
of organic waste but we only produce
54,000 tonnes. Whoops! Then there’s
the privately run Sensplex, which costs
the city more for ice time than arenas it
runs itself. And then of course there’s
the looming disaster of Lansdowne Park.

Speaking of Looming Disasters
The appeal of the court decision by the
Friends of Lansdowne group will be
heard on November 28. Let’s hope it’s
successful. For one thing it would kill
this terrible, terrible deal that we’re going
to wind up blowing $200 million on and
putting a shopping mall on an historic
public space. Even better, it would mean
that municipal councils could no longer
get away with making private, closeddoor deals with developers or anyone else.
Meanwhile, the demolition of the upper
part of the south side stands has begun.
Considering that they haven’t been used
for a long time, they’re ugly, and they’re
pretty much worn out anyway, I don’t
see this as a bad thing no matter what
happens. Maybe people will get used to
the improved skyline and think “Hmm…
why do we want a stadium at Lansdowne
Park?” Naturally, the city’s picking up
the tab.

Let’s Agree to Disagree
It seems like council meetings since
Jim Watson took the reins have become
some sort of mutual admiration society.
Decisions are made near-unanimously
and often with little or no debate.
Council meetings that used to take all
day and then some are over in a couple
hours or less. Now don’t get me wrong,
I’m all in favour of mutual respect and
understanding and kumbaya and all that,
but there’s a principle here. We don’t pay
these guys to sit around like trained seals
and agree with everything. That’s what
government MPs are for. Councillors,
even if you agree with something that
city staff or the Mayor are proposing,
ask questions for Gawd’s sake. Ask
what the benefits are, and what the
risks are if the decision isn’t made. Ask
what alternatives there are. Make them
explain the assumptions they’ve made,
and make sure they’ve based them on
facts, not opinions. Make sure estimates
of costs are reasonable. Make sure that
estimates of the consequences of the
proposed action and of voting against it
are accurate. In short, do your jobs.

Continued on page 5

Over the past couple of decades, the Heron Park Rink
has developed a reputation for excellent ice conditions
and competitive shinny. This is due in large part to the
many hours of volunteer service that members of our
community have devoted to the rink and the stellar rink
attendants that we have employed.
Every winter, as soon as conditions allow--plenty of
snow and minus 10 Celsius temperatures at night--our
rink takes shape. It becomes the community hub for
shinny and skating enthusiasts of all ages.
Some of the events that figure prominently on the Heron
Park Outdoor Rink calendar are:
Making the base—this happens whenever we have
good snow coverage (30 cm or more) and weather that
is consistently minus ten degrees Celsius and below
at night. It involves as many volunteers as possible
involved in more than 40 hours of back-breaking labour.
Opening weekend—usually by mid-January. Rarely
before Christmas.
HPCA Winter Carnival—This year it will be on
Saturday, February 11.
Capital Ward Cup Shinny Tournament—hosted by
Heron Park in its inaugural year (2008), it will be
hosted by Heron Park again in 2012. We will host it
for the second time on the same date as our Winter
Carnival—Saturday, February 11. The tournament
includes four teams representing the neighbourhoods
of Heron Park, The Glebe, Ottawa East and Old Ottawa
South. We usually suck, but this year will be our first
championship. I guarantee it.
Hockey Day In Ottawa/Hockey Day in Canada—To be
held the same date as our carnival and tournament, we
compete with other outdoor rinks in Ottawa and across
Canada to see who can get the most people out playing
shinny. With the four neighbourhoods in Capital Ward
and plenty of spectators, we are sure to have a great
turnout.
Spring Melt—usually by the second week of March the
ice conditions are such that it no longer makes sense
to keep the rink operating. In previous years, we’ve
stopped paying the Rink Attendants soon after the
City’s official closing date and then used volunteers to
try and keep the rink open for as long as possible.
Volunteer Appreciation Party—usually held after
March Break and including all the rink volunteers and
everyone else who has volunteered for the HPCA over
the year.
Colin MacLean

If you are interested in learning more about
Neighbourhood Watch or setting a watch up
on your street, contact Colin MacLean at 613
863-5101 for more details.
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Wednesday
Night

Program

Free!!!
Supervised activities
for Kids and Teens
Parents Welcome

Wednesdays-5:30pm to 7pm

Heron Park Community Centre

Heron Park
(Heron Road and Clover Street)
Shinny Skating
Skills Games & Logic Puzzles
Math Challenges
Reading Help
Arts & Crafts

Equipment, learning materials,
food and beverages provided.

Funding provided by HPCA and
generous neighbours
Colin MacLean 613-863-5101
cmaclean_esl@yahoo.com

Here’s an easy way to help your community and
get some exercise!
Volunteers needed for the following streets to
deliver the Herald --four times a year.
- Clementine--Brookfield to Heron Road.
- Gregg ---Kaladar to Junction.
- Brookfield --Kaladar to Junction.
- Clover and Junction --from Brookfield to Heron
Road.
High School Students will be cedited with hours
volunteered.
Non Students who like to walk are also welcome.

An open letter to Councillor David
Chernushenko, Police Ofﬁcer
Heather Cooper and Mayor Watson,

has been noted by several residents. Before
the changes were made we had regular and
reliable bus service.

We are concerned about the traffic on
Clementine. Crossing Clementine walking
west on Richard or Secord results in “close
calls” with approaching cars going at a
fast speed. Due to a curve in the road, it is
impossible to see what traffic may be coming
from the north and many have been caught
in the middle of the road with cars on both
sides whizzing by. Along with the visibility
problem there is a problem with speeding.
Ninety percent of cars do not stop at the stop
sign at Clementine and Aldea and tend to
speed as they are going up the hill. Among the
people crossing the street are children, elderly
and a person who uses a wheelchair.

The opening of Midway (which we opposed
with a petition) will further increase the
traffic along with other disruptions to the
area. Bank Street traffic cannot accommodate
further demands and Clementine has become
a detour. This is a residential neighbourhood
and not a convenient access road.

We have asked that speed bumps be placed on
the street and that police monitor the stop sign
violations. Nothing has been done. A walkabout would easily demonstrate the dangers
in crossing the street. A police car parked at
Aldea would be able to see firsthand what is
happening at the stop sign. Further, there are
no signs indicating the speed limit posted on
the street.
All traffic has increased on Clementine and
now we have all the construction trucks
coming through. Surely they could take a
short street (Rockingham or Ohio) to get
to the construction site at Clementine and
Rockingham.
Also the changes in the bus routes have added
to increased traffic without increased service.
There are many complaints with regard to the
heavy increase in bus traffic since our local
115 was replaced with a heavily used bus
from Elmvale. Bus 112 traffic through

Previous letters of concern have been sent
to Mayor Watson, David Chernushenko
and Heather Cooper. At the annual general
meeting a comment was made that it will take
an accident for there to be action on the traffic
situation. We do hope that it will not take a
tragic accident for something to be done.
Sincerely
Helen Brennan and Colleen Lundy
Contact Info: Wednesday Night Program
Mayor Jim Watson
613 580-2496
email: Jim.Watson@Ottawa.ca
Councillor David Chernushenko
613 580-2487
email: David.Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca
Heather Cooper, Community
Police Officer/Cedarwood CPC
(613)236-1222 ext 5843
cell (613)816-0629,
email: cooperh@ottawapolice.ca

Belanger & Clementine is heavy throughout
the day. There have been observations of 20
buses coming through in one hour. It is not
uncommon to see two buses going the same
direction while another one is going the other
way according to the posted schedule. The
resulting traffic and noise and air pollution

City Beat continued from page 4
Now I Know How a Sardine Feels
After three months of OC Transpo’s brave
new world of “rationalized” bus service, I
have a new respect for the humble sardine.
I tried taking the new 112 route to get from
Billings Bridge to home, and it’s so packed
it’s not worth the bother – easier to walk.
Working at Algonquin College, I often ride
the 118. Many of the times I ride this bus,
it has been packed with humanity to the
point that getting off becomes a complex
and delicate operation akin to removing a
tonsil. Frequently buses drive right past the
stop because they’re so full no one else can
get on. After a few times waiting half an
hour or more for a bus that comes every 15
minutes, it starts to get a little annoying. It
seems that there just isn’t enough service

for the number of riders, at least on the
routes that I’ve ridden on lately. The logic
of OC Transpo’s “rationalization” seems to
be: “Hey, those two buses are often only
two thirds full. Let’s cut one, then all the
people will fit on one bus!” It also seems to
me penny-wise and pound foolish. I admit
it: there’s times I’ve driven to work instead
of taking the bus because it takes so much
longer and because it’s kind of annoying
being packed into a tin can with what seems
like 400 other people, for a few of whom
apparently personal hygiene is merely a
theoretical construct. It stands to reason
that numbers of other people are making the
same decision, thus leading to more traffic,
more need for maintenance of the roads, and
more clamoring for additional lanes, which
in the end costs a lot more than improving
transit service.
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The original purpose of this building was to serve as rooms
for baseball teams. At one time, during baseball’s peak
period in Ottawa, there were two ball diamonds in the park,
allowing two games to be played at once, and requiring four
change rooms. That purpose has long since been outgrown.
The adaptation to current needs has led to some frustration
as it is the only city owned building in the community which
can be used for any neighbourhood activities. Efforts to run
programs are often ill-fated, in large part because of the
cramped quarters. Nonetheless, the residents of Heron Park
and the City continue to share the building to run different
programs and Heron Parkers dream of the day when a
building that is more fitting to modern demands is built here.
That time has come.

Photo 1 - aerial perspective of existing building
Illustrates the maze of rooms in the current building, with the
limited amount of movement between the rooms and the small
number of windows.

Students from Carleton’s Students’ Design Clinic met
with board members and undertook some preliminary
discussions of what the vision for the future might look like.
The models in the pictures here were assembled by Andrew
Slade, a graduate student in architecture, and are based on
drawings prepared by Pamella Cottrell and her colleagues
at the Design Clinic. They serve as tools for inspiration
and in no way commit to a building that will resemble what
the model illustrates. Further conversations to solicit wider
input from the larger community are planned in the future.
You can see in Photo 1 of the existing building model that
there are pillars on either side, which mark the extent of the
concrete slab which forms the footprint of the building. One
thing that has to be considered in looking forward is cost,
and that may be a factor to keep in mind here, as it is believed
the levelness of Heron Park was achieved through the use of
landfill. It is assumed that the fill was clean, but if it wasn’t
there will be remediation costs to prepare the land before an
expanded footprint can be considered and approved.
For now, let’s assume that soil remediation is not required,
and that the community decides that a multi-purpose room
is desired. Such rooms exist in other community centres
and schools. They serve as needs dictate, which range from
dance studio to small gymnasium to social events. These
multi-purpose rooms are built to be used interchangeably
and are designed with daily flexibility to meet the needs.
In Photo 2, a view from the west side of a possible building,
it shows a sloped roof leading to a lower level entrance which
takes into consideration an easier skate change room access.
It’s long been a concern of the skaters that both the slope and
the concrete stairs present problems that have caused some
folks to be injured, although not seriously so far.

Photo 2 - south-west perpspective of model for possible building
Proposes to have a lower level skate changing room, with a ramp to
the upper level from the ﬁeld .
PART 2 - COMMUNITY NEEDS DISCUSSIONS
In the last issue of the Herald, we looked at two community centres
that rose from field houses. We will be looking at more field house
conversions in the next issue, after some of the board members have
a tour of the Banff-Ledbury facility. It is widely hailed as one of
the few purpose built centres that deals directly with the specific
needs identified by members of the immediate community. In
the interim, the work continues with the assistance of the Carleton
University architecture students who are currently setting up to do a
bit of a demographic study in conjunction with meeting Heron Park
residents and discussing our needs. Photo 1 shows the current field
house (which is fondly called a community centre) and it should be
no surprise to anyone who has entered the building that it is a maze
of rooms, ill suited for the demands and uses which are currently
made of it.

You will also notice a ‘see-through’ vision that shows a ramp
up to the main floor which addresses concerns of people for
whom stairs are an issue. This makes washroom facilities
available from the field level, but don’t forget that there will
still be a street level entrance.
Another view in Photo 3 shows the street access from the
east. Here you can see how truly accessible a building can
be while keeping the existing land form as part of the overall
design.
Well this is all very nice, you may well be saying, but we
have not, as a community, decided on what it is, exactly, that
we need or want. Should it be a brand new building, to heck
with the cost, and including a gymnasium? Should we just
patch up the current building, remove a few walls to make
the space a bit more useable? What is the real need? How
do we work through that process to find out? What will the
City actually agree to? At the last community association
meeting, Councillor Chernushenko discussed some of these
questions with the board and also informed them that the
City had not designated any funding to undertake a needs
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assessment in the current budget year. He proposed setting
up a field trip to Banff/Ledbury’s new building to get an
idea of the kind of facility the City might ultimately consider
here.
The lack of funding is certainly an obstacle, but not one
that can be held at bay forever, nor is it one that cannot be
initiated to a certain degree from within the community with a bit of help from volunteers who have the required
expertise. And on this point, Heron Park can count itself
as fortunate, as the Carleton students who worked on the
drawings and the models have started thinking along the
path of how this moves forward. They are looking at how
community consensus building could be developed here in a
way that reflects broad community interest.
Some approaches were tried at the most recent Wednesday
Night Program. At first the young folks were intrigued with
the models, and were quick to identify the layout of the park
and their familiarity with it was quite clear. Without being
prompted beyond viewing the models, they were asked
what they wanted to see in a community centre, if one was
built. Most wanted a gymnasium. Some wanted it to be for
basketball while others thought that badminton would be
a good use. They did not linger after casting their ideas,
as the freshly fallen snow beckoned them to the outdoors
where snowman making took precedence.
The adults remained inside and more detailed conversations
took place. Some humour arose when one resident thought
that greek columns and statues should grace the building,
and another proposed that the skate change room should
be designed to look like a log cabin. Humour aside, issues
of costing such a project were discussed, and whether
the city would agree and then fund it was also discussed.
It was determined that while cost would definitely be a
consideration, and will need to be addressed - this is the
time to articulate a common vision, and to work forward to
develop an implementation strategy.

Photo 3 - south-east perpspective of model for possible building
Shows the access points to the building at street and ﬁeld levels. It
also shows the many windows facing the playground which makes it
easy for day care operators or play group care-givers to keep an eye
on children.

Some of you might recall similar sessions a few years back
when Leadership Ottawa held a series of brain storming
sessions with community members and those meetings
were quite well attended - better than anticipated and quite
welcomed by the organizers. There was excitement in the
room, just thinking about making this a better community
by focusing on the strengths and addressing the weaknesses.
Further exercises were undertaken to assess how both the
strengths and weaknesses could be acted upon and the need
for a community facility was number one then, and remains
the case today,
The participants from the Leadership Ottawa program
wrote a draft report on their work with the community and
they were as clear in that report as were the participants
from the community. Not much forward momentum can be
achieved in Heron Park without access to community space
to accommodate program needs, meeting spaces and indoor
recreational and social opportunities. Some participants at
those sessions were disappointed that those conversations
appeared at the time to lead nowhere, but the work that is
happening now to engage the broader community is in its
infancy and will only grow from here.
Since that time, a good amount of conversation has been
directed towards the current building, its deficiencies and
its limitations at board meetings. More often than not,
casual conversations among neighbours arrive at the same
conclusions - the growing numbers of young families moving
into Heron Park have made the need for a community centre
more pressing.

Photo 4 - east perpspective, street level elevation of model for possible
building
Shows an abundance of north and east facing windows, as well as
exposing the second ﬂoor space that could hold smaller rooms for
meeting and program spaces.
NEXT STEPS:
In the end, the next steps will require a lot more on community involvement
to make it happen. The building committee is currently working on the
creation of a needs asseessment study and will be engaging with the
community in developing a clear vision of what kind of space we want/
need/require. For volunteers, it could mean leading or taking part in a
good number of fund raising activities such as those that were undertaken
for the incredible improvements to the play structures. It could also mean,
given the many time constraints that people have, simply turning up at
community or city held open houses to learn about the progress of this
project and providing your feedback. More details regarding who to be in
touch with will be in the next issues Community Centre Visions - Part 3.
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Up The Creek - With A Paddle
Residents across Ottawa have been the beneficiaries of a program
that had its humble beginnings as a conversation among community
leaders in a coffee shop more than a decade ago. That gathering led
to the creation of a collaborative program that has eclipsed its original
brain storming sessions and has expanded beyond the hopes (but not
the dreams) of its founding members.
The City Stream Watch Project applied for and received funding from
the Trillium Foundation, with a good amount of assistance from the
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority. The plaques from the Trillium
Foundation still hang on the walls of the Heron Park community
centre. That original funding was based on a pilot project to develop a
volunteer based Macro Stream Assessment on four streams in Ottawa
and Sawmill Creek was one of them. Donna Silver, president of the
Heron Park Community Association at the time, was one of the coffee
chatters who helped to move this project forward from day one. True
to form, Donna continued to be an active member as the chair of the
steering committee until the project was well established and garnering
provincial attention and the reins of the program were handed over to
the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority who continue the work with
1 full time and 1 part time employee.

Heated Discussion At City Hall
Regarding Go-K arts At Midway
On Wednesday, November 22, Councillor Chernushenko brought forward
an interim control by-law as an amendment to the Community Design
Plan (CDP) that many residents of Heron Park have participated in. The
purpose of the by-law is to ensure that the wishes of the community in
reshaping the future growth plans for the Kaladar Area (as identified in
the CDP) are respected. In essence, this attempts to prevent the addition
of Go-Karts as part of the offerings at the recently opened Midway
business.
What follows immediately below is a heart-felt letter to the planning
committee that was submitted by Lisa Woodley and read in full by
Maritala Robinson, who also added her own thoughts to the presentation.
It begins with Maritala speaking to the committee:
“My name is Maritala Robinson. I am a past vice-president of the Heron
Park Community Association. At our community association meeting
last December, we heard about Midway’s plans to locate on Kaladar Ave.
I was concerned about this at the time because the west side of Kaladar
is residential housing, and I thought that the noise and traffic generated
by Midway would be very disturbing for my neighbours who live there.
What we are keen to address in a very timely manner is the desirability
of passing the Interim Control ByLaw that would limit the Midway’s
plans (as stated on their website) to add an outdoor go-karting track to
their facility, a move that we believe would fundamentally and negatively
change the character of the whole neighbourhood.”
Quoting now from Lisa’s letter:
“I’d like to tell you about my neighbourhood. I can bike downtown in 20
minutes, drive there in 10. There are top notch seafood, Thai and Italian
restaurants only blocks away. I can walk to the local library, and am
steps from the primary school my children attended for the first 8 years
of their education. My street is quiet, with large maple trees on the front
and back lawns.

Back row, left to right: Donald Gregory, HPCA; Bruce Clarke,
Ottawa Flyfishers Society; Jennifer Lamoureux, RVCA; Brian
Bezaire, City of Ottawa; Michelle Caputo, National Capital
Commission; Front row, left to right: Julia Sutton, RVCA; Donna
Silver, Photo Justin Robert, RVCA
What is the significance of this program you might well ask. Starting
from scratch, based on the assumption that while large amounts of
funding was directed towards the larger bodies of water, hardly any
money went towards looking at other issues in the water tables that feed
the larger bodies. Well, in 2003, its first year, the City Stream Watch
program examined the four approved creeks completing 199 surveys,
including four fish surveys and marked 180 hours of volunteer activity.
In 2011, 324 surveys were completed, with a whopping 60 fish surveys
and an astounding 1,575 volunteer hours on the record. Also of note
is that in 2005, 350 trees were planted along the shores of the creeks
and streams in Ottawa. While that is an impressive amount, 2011 saw
4,000 trees planted by the army of volunteers. The statistics speak for
themselves.
When Donna stepped down last year, and handed Heron Park’s role in
the program to me, I was impressed with what this program’s goals
were and the energy of all the volunteers. It’s an awesome program,
and I will be providing more information in future issues.
At our most recent meeting, we invited Donna to attend one more time
so she could be thanked for her dedication to The City Stream Watch
program. The Rideau Valley Conservation Authority presented
Donna with the paddle shown in the photo, and without hesitation she
quipped, “Well, now I can say I am up the creek, with a paddle”.
Submitted by Donald Gregory

There is a bocce ball court on nearby Brookfield, a park with soccer and
baseball fields, tennis courts, playstructures and a splash pad adjacent
to the school. We walk to the Rideau Bakery, Billings Bridge, Farm
Boy and the Independent Grocer. We gather at Bella Vista pizza to eat
together as a family, or with friends to Pelican Grill, Sweet Basil Bistro,
and Flying Piggy’s. For the first time this year I walked to the Folk
Festival at Hog’s Back Park. We run, bike, ski and toboggan at Vincent
Massey Park, Hog’s Back Park, Mooney’s Bay, and the beginning of the
canal. This is Heron Park.
Falcon Avenue has been my home for the past 11 years. My neighbours
on either side, as well as either side of them, have all lived here for at least
as long as me. We are a community. We shovel each others driveways in
the wintertime, and sit on our porches and patios in the summer. My son
is the eldest of eight boys who live and play together in the houses that
surround us. They are safe, and happy.
Last December, I got a flyer in my mailbox from a fellow community
member. It contained the sober and surprising news that Midway Family
Fun Park was planning to move into this neighbourhood. I don’t think
many of us realized that the zoning on the street that runs parallel to
ours, Kaladar, would allow such a thing. Prior to Midway, this side of
Kaladar was populated with primarily retail businesses. I get fabric at
Rockland Textiles, take my clothes to Sew Fine Tailoring, bought fruit
and vegetables at the produce outlet, and tile for my new kitchen floor at
World Mosaic. How could an amusement park that housed an outdoor
go-kart facility at their previous location be coming to this quiet and
peaceful area?
I think the initial outcry from the community was perceived as antiMidway. I personally don’t have a problem with the business itself. My
children have hosted birthday parties there, and attended those of their
friends. My primary concern with Midway is the prospect of go-karts
running a block from my home. Heron Park is a residential area.
(Continued on Page 9)
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Heated Discussions (Continued from page 8)
I don’t want the noise. There are secondary concerns, like increased
traffic, and perhaps even safety issues, but I think the noise alone is a
strong enough argument. Midway without go-karts is tolerable. The
traffic and safety issues are warranted concerns, but they don’t make
me think of selling my home. Go-karts do.
I participated in the Bank Street Community Design Plan consultations,
and expressed these concerns there. I was very pleased to learn the Plan
includes zoning changes that would bar Midway from bringing in their
go-karts. But timing is the issue. If Midway brings in their go-karts
before the Plan is approved and the zoning in place, my neighbourhood
and home won’t be the same.
I don’t think many homeowners would argue with me when I say I
don’t want to live in the same neighbourhood as a go-kart facility. We
all tolerate the occasional bus, plane, lawnmower, snowblower, school
bell, and siren. But I chose this neighbourhood in particular because it
is quiet. I don’t want anything to threaten the peace that pervades this
area.
Midway has chosen to locate next to a residential area. Whether by
fluke or fault, the zoning allows them to operate go-karts here. That
needs to change. The Community Design Plan has recognized that.
But it needs to change now, so that they can’t disrupt the neighbourhood
that I love.
Residents of Kaladar, Falcon, Clementine, Gregg, Huntley, Carlson,
Clover Junction, Brookfield, Dartmouth, Yarmouth, Needham and
Traverse. We are Heron Park South, and Midway’s immediate
neighbours. Our concerns deserve to be heard over their go-karts. Please
adopt the interim control bylaw that will preserve our neighbourhood.
Thank you.”

The proposed Interim Control By-Law merely prohibits any additional
usage, specifically outdoor attractions, that would be contrary to the
new zoning proposed in the Community Design Plan. Furthermore,
it would prevent any other potential users from establishing a business
that would conflict with the intent of the new zoning envisioned by
the CDP before it comes into force. If Council chooses not to enact
the Community Design Plan, the Interim Control By-Law would expire
and businesses on Kaladar would be free to pursue opportunities that
are allowed under the current zoning.
In conclusion, I hope that councillors will support the proposed bylaw. It does not curtail the operations of Midway in any way beyond
prohibiting outdoor attractions, an activitiy which they have already
stated they would not do. It would also send a strong message that
promises made to city officials and our elected representatives must be
kept. Thank you for your time and your attention.”
Another presentation, also brilliant, was submitted and read by Kathy
Berquist but it is not available for sharing here at this time. She pretty
accurately described the area as “the Kaladar light industrial zone is a
legacy industrial area that is out-dated and is incompatible with current
land uses in the surrounding areas” and recommended that it’s time to
see some positive changes to the area by discouraging approvals that
would allow go-carts here., referencing the CDP intention to create a
nature path along the abandoned rail line.

Maritala then adds a finishing touch, written by James McLaren:

Midway’s director, Sean Caulfeild told an Ottawa Citizen reporter
that “ ...although the business’s website still promises go-karts by
next summer, there are no real plans for them. Between reaching
an agreement with the landlord, coming up with a design, doing the
installation and getting all the safety approvals, the process would take
months, he said. Having just moved the business from Lancaster Road,
they have other priorities.”

“Our councillor, David Chernushenko, met with representatives from
Midway and was told by them that they had decided not to have outdoor
attractions. Yet on their web site they state that they will have outdoor
go-karts in the spring of 2012. Either they have 1, misrepresented their
intentions to our councillor or 2, their web site is incorrect. If it is the
latter then they should have no objection to the proposed interim control
by-law since it would not curtail their current operations - it would only
prevent the occurrence of something they have already promised not to
do. But if it is the former then the proponents have - to say the least been disingenuous in their discussions with Councillor Chernushenko
and the City should take action to require them to fulfl their promise.

City council will be considering this matter at the council meeting of
Dec. 14. Although the motion passed committee quite easily, it is never
a guarantee that it will also pass easily at Council. Residents are urged
to make their concerns known to Councillor Chernushenko at David.
Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca. While Councillor Peter Hume, chair of
planning committee, cautioned rightly that the property owner or the
business owner would have the opportunity to appeal to the Ontario
Municipal Board where an approval by city council can be overturned,
it would appear that the vote of support given at planning committee is
a step in the right direction in supporting the city’s Community Design
Plans and for Heron Park’s residents.
For all your real estate needs, call:
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Budget signals a new attitude in Ottawa
Reaction to Ottawa’s 2012 Budget has been uncharacteristically
positive. At public meetings, in the media and on the street in Heron
Park, most people seem satisfied that it treads a careful line between
spending and cutting, and that taxes will increase by less than 2.5%,
as promised.
But there’s more to creating a good budget than simply keeping
people happy about the level of spending. Equally important are the
priorities we set for spending and cutting, and how we make those
choices.
The 2012 Budget is the result of a lot of input from citizens across
the city. I felt that the mayor and his advisors listened carefully to my
own critique of past and current spending practices, and my list of
specific priorities. I developed this list by listening to you, by putting
forward some ideas that I consider important, and by gathering input
from local community associations.
That there were no big surprises is therefore no surprise. This
council and mayor are not prone to making sudden, sweeping
announcements about major cuts, freezes or new spending.
But that doesn’t mean this budget and future ones should simply stay
the course. A vibrant city needs to be open to creative solutions and
change. In fact, what pleases me most about this budget is the subtle
but important shift in direction it signals. Call it a new attitude.
For the first time in my memory, Ottawa’s budget makes a strong
statement about the importance of maintaining, repairing and
rebuilding what we already have. For a change, this budget allots
very little money to expanding our large road network, and focuses
instead on renewing our existing infrastructure, including local
streets, bridges, and parks.
Heron Park residents will benefit from road, sewer and water main
upgrades on Bank St. from Riverside to Ledbury, repairs to the
Billings Bridge over the Rideau River, and completion of the nearby
Heron Road Bridge over the Rideau River and Canal.
The 2012 budget allocates several million dollars for cycling
infrastructure as well as more money for OC Transpo to help fix
some of the problems with "network optimization".
And it begins to address the redevelopment and planning headaches
that plague older communities. The City promises to reduce red
tape for projects that prioritize efficiency and sustainability, while
reining in developers addicted to overbuilding in our communities.
These are just a few of the positive aspects of a budget that I am
proud to have helped develop.
You can call the 2012 Budget greener, more sustainable, resilient,
smart or fiscally responsible. The label we choose is of little
consequence. But I approve of this subtle change in direction, and
will continue to nudge it further at every opportunity.

Councillor David Chernushenko
613-580-2487 | David.Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca
www.capitalward.ca

Rob Campbell
OCDSB Trustee Zone 9
Rideau-Vanier/Capital
rob@ocdsvzone9.ca
613 323-7803

Ottawa Carleton District School Board Trustee Update
Budget Delegation Motion I recently proposed, and had passed
at Board by a strong majority, a measure to ensure that (a) unspent
departmental surpluses largely would roll back to the Board of Trustees
for reallocation and (b) that significantly more money could not be spent
on BoT priorities than was authorized.
Strangely, until now, there was no Board-approved delegation of spending
in place which set out to what extent staff could vary from the annual
authorized budget during the school year. This measure will increase
Board accountability and control in an austerity environment and will
still allow our staff the flexibility they need during the year to manage
surprises.
continued on page 11
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Ottawa Carleton District School Board Trustee Update
Continued from page 10

Transparency Motion Another motion I recently had

passed was one I put forward on staff memos to Trustees.
Often, in between formal cyclical reporting on education,
staffing or other matters, staff send detailed memos to
Trustees which frankly contain public information. A month
or so ago I found myself in the strange position of referring to
a staff memo of public nature in public debate, but a document
itself not available to the public. The resolution requires that
these memos be web-posted on the Board web site, and will be
another step foreard in improving transparency at the Board
as it is implemented the next few months

Before and After Care at Schools

Readers will
recall that how the OCDSB might approach extended day
provision at its schools was up for debate. This is the care and
programming offered on a cost-recovery fee basis for students
before and after school. The Board decided recently to allow
for a combination of both Board-run programming at sites
without existing third party care provision and to allow 3rd
party providers to continue to supply services in schools they
are in now if they wish.
This decision is only very high level however and needs
fleshing out as to what it means on the ground re site stability,
waiting list guarantees, other services guarantees. We are
to review policy for both Board-run and 3rd party-provided
some time in the late Spring this school year and as a result
3rd party contracts for next year will have only one-year terms
to them as we continue to figure all of this out. It is my aim
to ensure that we have at least rough service basic guarantees
across OCDSB schools for equity of access, for quality, for
reliability, for cost, etc.

Heron Park Trustee Representation
As Heron Park residents know only too well, there is not an
OCDSB school directly located in Heron Park. Residents must
cross major roads to access OCDSB services in the Alta Vista
area or elsewhere depending on the program and grade. Heron
Park is part of the Capital and Rideau-Vanier wards Zone 9
Trustee area which I represent. By Provincial law, Trustee
Zones must align to some combination of City wards, but
which does not always make sense with respect to schools and
neighbourhoods.
I try my best as I can to represent the interests of Heron Park
residents though it is harder than usual without an organized
voice of any concerned OCDSB residents there. As a result,
I have been relying in part on the community association to
designate a liaison person for me. For some time, they have
designated James McLaren and he has kindly taken the time
to come to Zone 9-wide meetings I have arranged in the past.
I've tried to help with busing and traffic safety issues the
community association liaison has raised with me during this
time.
While concerns with what is going on at the schools your
children attend should be brought to the attention of those
schools, or to their Trustees, I do represent you on budget,
education policy and many other matters around the Board
table not strictly school-based and I need, as I can, to understand
your views those ways. I am more keen than regards the
average neighbourhood of making sure that people feel served
given the lack of a typically organized OCDSB-related voice.
If you have a suggestion or a concern, or would like to be
added to my e-newsletter list, then please contact me via rob@
ocdsbzone9.ca or at 323-7803. Meeting and document info
available at www.ocdsb.ca

Media Advisory
Human rights abuses are taking places in many countries all
over the world, every single day.
And here is your chance to help. As part of its 50th anniversary
celebration, Amnesty International will be shining a light on
human rights abuses by hosting a “Write for Rights” night at
the Museum of Nature in Ottawa on December 8th. Members
of the public are invited to attend and write a letter on behalf
of the 15 individual human rights cases.
The event details:
Date: December 8th, 2011 5:00-8:00 pm
Where: 4th Floor Gallery, Canadian Museum of Nature
240 McLeod Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2R1
Cost: free
Guest Speakers: Alex Neve, Secretary General,
Amnesty International, more to follow
Details:
The lantern of the Museum of Nature will be lit-up to symbolize
Amnesty International’s ﬂame of hope
Local musicians featured including Jenny Woo, Terry Gillespie
and others
cash bar
light dinner (as long as supplies last)
Kids table with lantern making
For more information please contact:
Emily Harrison
Media Liaison -‘Write for Rights’ campaign
Amnesty International
# 613-286-4453
ejh_84@hotmail.com
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1145 Heron Road, Ottawa ON K1V 6B5
Tel: 613-731-8752 / 613-731-8758
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Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New
Year to the Heron Park Community
from Brian and all the family at
O’Brien’s Pub and Eatery
Join us December 31st and celebrate
New Year’s Eve in your own
neighbourhood!

Pizza Special

Combination
Specials
Medium Pepperoni Pizza
20 wings
Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$29.50 (+ tax)
- OR Medium Pizza, one topping
Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$23.95

Combination or Hawaiian
Medium = $14.50 (+tax)
Large = $15.50 (+tax)

Mon - Thurs
4pm to closing
(Dine In Only)

Includes 2 canned soft drinks

O’Brien’s Pub Hours:
Monday- Saturday 11 am - 1 am
Sunday 12 pm - 11 pm

Cedars and Company Hours
9 am - 10 pm
7 days a week

Paid advertising

