
DATES TO REMEMBERINSIDE THIS ISSUE

Neighbourhod watch and Street Party Fun 
The Apolydor and Lasalle Neighbourhood 
Watch is still the only official Neighbourhood 
Watch unit in Heron Park. It includes the 70 
households on Lasalle Street and Apolydor 
Avenue. That is about to change, as a 
new resident on Richard Avenue is about 
to start canvassing the street and we will 
hopefully get approval from the Ottawa 
Police Service for a second Watch unit.

John and Connie Kealey moved here in 
September from Ajax because John was 
hired by the City of Ottawa to oversee WSIB 
claims. John grew up in Old Ottawa South. 
He has roots in Ottawa and is happy that 
he and Connie have settled in Heron Park 
to raise their two children. This December, 
John will be canvassing residents on 
Richard Avenue to get them to sign up for 
Neighbourhood Watch. He needs 80% 
buy-in to get a new Neighbourhood Watch 
unit recognized by the OPS. If successful, 
we will get additional Neighbourhood 
Watch signage in the community. At the 
very least, anyone interested in joining can 

be added to our mailing list.

I send messages and updates with news 
about Neighbourhood Watch to everyone 
on the e-mail list. Please contact me at 
cmaclean_esl@yahoo.com if you would 
like to receive those messages.

For our watch to be effective, we need 
to continue to communicate with our 
neighbours. Much of the best information 
we receive is from those of you who walk 
your dogs in the neighbourhood. 

This summer and early September, there 
were numerous complaints about rowdy, 
loud parties, and threatening behaviour 
especially on Aldea Avenue and Apolydor 
Avenue. Councillor David Chernushenko 
and his assistant Sarah Lindsay were 
very supportive of residents and helped 
us to coordinate our efforts with Ottawa 
By-Laws and the Ottawa Police Service. 
They hosted a number of meetings with 
residents and provided us with some 

effective strategies for dealing with these 
issues. We appreciate their support.

Although I have forwarded information 
from neighbours to the OPS about criminal 
activities and individuals of interest, the OPS 
doesn’t want my second-hand information. 
Please call 911 if it’s a crime in progress 
or life threatening emergency, or call 613-
236-1222 when an incident occurs. Police 
find it easiest to work with descriptions 
of individuals and vehicles, licence plate 
numbers and eye-witness accounts. 

If you wish to remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 613-233-TIPS (8477) 
or 1-800-222-8477. These numbers do 
not have call display. Your call will not be 
traced. Often the best information comes 
from these confidential sources.

Submitted by Colin MacLean
Apolydor/Lasalle Neighbourhood Watch
Chair of Heron Park North Neighbourhood 
Watch Committee

A wonderful group photo of some of the participants who came out to a street party with their neighbours from Apolydor and Lasalle this summer.
Sharing good times is not only a fun way to spend an afternoon, but it also helps to establish deeply rooted friendships and a strong sense of 
community where faces are familiar and friendly, and names are known.  Just imagine if every street in Heron Park held events like this.    
Photo courtesy of Colin MacLean
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Heron Park Community Association
Executive Members

President:  James McLaren 
   (jameshmclaren@gmail.com)
Vice-president: Vacant
Treasurer:  Colin MacLean
Secretary:  Rosella Mac Neil
     (rosella.macneil@sympatico.ca)
       
       Members at Large
   
   Maritala Robinson, Leo Derome,   
   Adam Dodd, Jason Garlough
  
       The Herald Staff
Editors:    James McLaren,  Donna  Silver, 
   Rosella Mac Neil    
Advertising:  Donna Silver 
   (donnasilver@mac.com)
Layout:    Donna Silver
Distribution:  Judy Mordy  (613-737-4196)
   Rosella Mac Neil (613-526-0062)
Contributors:    Colin MacLean, James McLaren, 
   Donna Silver, Marion Hall, Bev Davis,  
   Diana Fox,  and  Adam Dodd

Opinions and information published in the Herald in letters, indi-
vidual columns and articles do not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of this newspaper, its staff or the Heron Park Community Asso-
ciation president, its directors, or its members.  Submissions are 
edited for space, inappropriate content and language.  

We always welcome letters to the editor and suggestions on what 
we can do better or things you’d like to see included in your 
community paper. Send your comments and/or questions to:

jameshmclaren@gmail.com  and  donnasilver@mac.com

We look forward to your insight.

Thank You to all those who deliver the Heron Park Herald:
Angie Bueneman, Bill Weatherup, Cynthia Modjeski, Diane 
Ferrier, Eileen McGurrin, Greg Gregory, Gloria Williams, James 
McLaren, Jane Supino, Joan Lesiak, Johanne Bérubé, Judy 
Mordy, Julia Driedger, Kelly Thomas, Lyn McDonald, Lynn 
McKenzie, Miriam Koene, Mrs. Paquette, Randy Paladeau, 
Rosella Mac Neil, Ruth McDonald, and Suzanne Hiscock.

Volunteers needed!  We can always use a few more folks to 
make short work of distributing The Herald. Contact Rosella at 
rosella.macneil@sympatico.ca or 613 526-0062 to sign up.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
President’s Report
It’s been a long, strange trip, but we finally have a registered charity, 
called the Heron Park Community Building Fund, to which you can 
donate in order to get a real community centre built in Heron Park. 
This way, you can make a donation and get a tax credit in return, 
so the overall cost is lower. For example, a $100 donation after tax 
credit will cost you only $79.95. Why do we need to raise funds? 
Other community associations, for example Glebe, Old Ottawa 
South and Old Ottawa East, have undertaken similar campaigns in 
order to raise money for their community centres.  We don’t expect 
or need to raise the entire cost of the building, but in order to show 
the city that we are serious about a community centre, and that it 
will be well-used once built, we need to put our money where our 
mouth is. We will be holding fund-raising events in the near future. 
In the meantime, if you would like to make a donation now, you can 
contact me by email (jameshmclaren@gmail.com), or why not drop 
by our monthly meetings at the Heron Park Field House at 7 pm.  
Normally our meetings are the first Tuesday of the month, but since 
the first Tuesday in January is New Year’s Day it will be the week 
after on January 8.

The 40 km/h speed limit signs are now up on Clementine Blvd.  
This is thanks to Marney and Adam for their hard work in getting 
the required signatures on the petition to have the speed changed. 
Hopefully this will make the street safer for all of us. If you notice 
cars who you think are speeding, making dangerous turns, or failing 
to stop at a stop sign, it’s worthwhile phoning the Ottawa Police 
Call Centre at 613-236-1222 extension 7300 to report it.  Although 
the police likely won’t do much in any one particular incident, a 
recurring pattern of violations will cause them to patrol the street 
more frequently. Councillor Chernushenko is also getting a speed 
board that will periodically be placed on Clementine. It will show 
drivers how fast they’re travelling and collect data which again will 
help to ensure that our new speed limit is enforced. 

We have a date for the hearing in our OMB appeal of the minor 
variance to allow the lot at 1055 Secord to be severed. It is on 
Tuesday January 8 at 10 am in the Keefer Room at City Hall, second 
floor in the Heritage Building.  If we are able to succeed this will 
make the smaller homes in the neighbourhood less desirable to 
purchase for the purpose of redevelopment, thus helping to keep 
homes more affordable for young families who want to move into 
Heron Park.

We now have gone to bi-weekly residual garbage pickup, and the 
pick-up day has changed to Monday. I hope the transition hasn’t 
been too stressful. Remember, the green bin will be picked up every 
week, and you can put any kind of kitchen waste or soiled paper 
product in it: pretty much anything that doesn’t go in the blue or 
black box and isn’t plastic or pet feces. (or both!).  The City of Ottawa 
web site has a good tool to determine where stuff goes:  tinyurl.
com/8mssml4.  You can enter the name of an item and it will tell you 
whether it goes in the blue box, black box, or residual garbage.

Submitted by James McLaren

Seeking Community Input
As the Heron Park Community grows, there are now more young 
families living here than there has been for quite some time, and it 
seems to be a growing trend. This is a good thing. Although local 
schools for our primary and intermediate students are no longer 
within the boundaries, except l’ecole Lamoureux, that doesn’t 
mean that there is nothing happening of interest to the Heron Park 
community. 

Knowing how large the role of school is in the daily life of our young 
students, who spend more hours per day in the classroom than 
they do in Heron Park, is important to our community and we’d like 
to publish some of the news on upcoming events, photos of events 
that happened, notices of student achievements in sports, the arts, 
academics and so on. We’d love to establish contact with persons 
from the schools who could regularly submit school events. 

Also eligible for submission to this community paper is news from 
other organizations that some of you spend your volunteer time on. 
A perfect example is on the next page, where James and Rosella 
are promoting the great work they do for the Milk Bag project. 
Scouts selling apples, Girl Guides selling cookies, sports days at 
the schools, church events - there is so much going on in in the 
lives of Heron Park residents that we’d like to share and promote 
for your benefit. 

The Herald’s editorial policy precludes political advertising, except 
for paid advertising from an elected incumbent, outside of an 
election campaign period.

Conatact donnasilver@mac.com for more info. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Marney and I knocked on a lot of doors. 
About 130 of them actually, between April 
and September. That’s less than one a 
day isn’t it? Well, that’s true. And yet, it 
sometimes seemed to us that people don’t 
live at home anymore. You see we had to 
keep on knocking on the doors until we 
got an answer. We were doing a survey 
on Clementine Boulevard to see if people 
were for or against reducing the speed limit 
from 50 km per hour down to 40 km per 
hour.

The rules of engagement were that in order 
for the City to consider reducing the speed 
limit we had to get a two-thirds majority of 
residences along the street to agree.  Only 
one signature was allowed per residence.  
Even if we went to an apartment building 
that was just one vote.  When I spoke at the 
senior’s home on Clementine North, I found 
that the residents were overwhelmingly 
in favour but quite disappointed that their 
whole building only got one vote. Still they 
do have 300 municipal votes between 
them, and maybe this counts for something.  
The worst thing was that if we couldn’t get 
an answer from an address it counted as 
a NO vote. So if we wanted an accurate 
survey we had to get an answer from each 
address. That’s why we knocked once, 
twice or even three times at a house until 
we got an answer.

What we found was strong support for 
reducing the speed limit. Many people 
were surprised that the speed limit wasn’t 
40 km per hour already, and I’ll come back 
to that point.  

We got 94 YES votes out of a possible 139.  
Actually we found 14 of the addresses 
listed didn’t exist. It’s hard for the City to 
keep up with property development and 
changes everywhere. Se we got our two-
thirds majority.

But seven people were against; some 
of them said they couldn’t support the 
motion because it wasn’t good enough.  
They wanted speed bumps. Many others 
thought it was a nice idea, but would never 
actually happen.  Such cynicism!  But I was 
told by Councillor Chernushenko’s offi ce 
(from whom I got the survey form) that 
with a two-thirds majority it would be fairly 
automatic.

We found something else too. South of 
Heron Road (Clementine South) we found 
people were strongly in favour, and were 
even angry. A person was killed about a 
year ago at the junction of Gregg and 
Clementine. A lady lost a dog to the traffi c 
and one man said he had been knocked 
about. LISTEN UP! - the STOP sign on 
Gregg at Clementine needs to be more 
visible.

On the north side of Heron Road 
(Clementine North), the concern was with 
the 925 bus journeys through Clementine 

North every week. Of course the road 
wasn’t built for this level of heavy traffi c.  
We hope that the lower speeds will at least 
reduce the noise and property damage 
problems that these overly frequent buses 
make.

Still I was as surprised as any that the 
change had been approved, and even 
more surprised that the signs went up 
within a few weeks of the announcement. 
What most people do not know, and should, 
is that the default speed limit is 50km/h 
unless other wise posted, and it can only 
be considered for change with a petition.

Take a look at any map to see where 
Clementine Boulevard is.  It’s the major 
thoroughfare for the neighbourhood.  If 
Clementine now has a 40 km/h per hour 
speed limit, shouldn’t the smaller streets 
have it? The answer is in your hands.  
You can get a similar survey form from 
Councillor Chernushenko’s offi ce – they are 
free, and do the survey. If your neighbours 
feel, as we do, that it will be safer for kids, 
the elderly and people with disabilities, 
then start knocking on doors.

I would advise doing it with someone else.  
It’s safer and it provides more credibility. I 
don’t mind coming out with you, once or 
twice, if you don’t feel comfortable doing it.

A fi nal note: if you have a beef (or kudos) 
about anything in the area, write to the 
Heron Park Herald through the website (or 
via Canada Post if you prefer) and if you 
like, it will be published right here where it 
will be noticed!

Submitted by Adam Dodd, Director,     
Heron Park Community Association

(613) 260-1553 adamcgdodd@gmail.com

Photo: Adam Dodd and Marney Atkinson, 
with a victory wave in front of one of the 
newly installed 40 k p/r signs on Clementive 
Boulevard at Richard Ave. 

The Saga of the Clementine Boulevard Speed Limit Changes

NEXT STEPS: 
To get a survey form for your street you can 

send an e-mail to david.chernushenko@ottawa.ca 
or call  613 580-2487 to inquire.

If you buy your milk in bags, you can 
give the empty bags a new home by 
dropping them off in the bin at 2459 
Carlsen Ave (on the south side of 
Heron) or at 1062 Aldea Ave (on the 
north side).  The bags are crocheted 
into sleeping mats by volunteers across 
the city, then sent to Haiti or Africa.  We 
can only accept clean, empty milk bags 
(the outer bags, not the inner ones the 
milk comes in).  Your bags stay out of 
the landfi ll, and people from developing 
countries have something to keep them 
off the wet ground at night.  Everybody 
wins!

Photo of James McLaren and Rosella Mac Neil in front 
of ware house pile of crocheted milkbag sleeping mats. 

Got Milk? Bags, that is?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
City Beat
Ford Overboard?

Although not related to our city, it was 
interesting to see Toronto Mayor Rob Ford 
potentially turfed from offi ce via a court 
decision this fall.  I say “potentially” because 
as of this writing it remains to be seen if 
there will be an appeal of the decision or a 
stay of the ruling (which means a delay in 
the enforcement until the appeal is heard).  
Let’s take a look at what happened.

In 2010, Ford collected money from 
companies and lobbyists who do business 
with the city, using city letterhead, for his 
football charity to provide uniforms and 
equipment for kids. A good cause, and 
not a lot of money ($3,100), but one can’t 
use city time and resources to fund one’s 
private initiatives, and one particularly 
can’t lobby people who do business with 
the city to do so.  That’s a confl ict of 
interest.  Toronto’s Integrity Commissioner 
ordered Ford to repay the donors. “I can’t,” 
Ford said, “It’s already been spent.”  So the 
Commissioner told him he must repay it out 
of his own pocket, which he was loath to do. 
Toronto City Council then voted in favour 
of a motion that Ford not be required to pay 
back the money, which they are within their 
right to do. But herein lies Ford’s potential 
downfall: He spoke to the motion, and 
voted in favour of it, things he cannot do 
on a motion in which he has a pecuniary 
interest, puny though it may be.  There the 
matter lay until a private citizen launched 
a court action against Ford to enforce the 
terms of the Municipal Confl ict of Interest 
Act that says one can’t do what Ford did.  
The judge agreed with the plaintiff.

While it may seem draconian to lose one’s 
job over $3,100, the Act is clear and this is 
the only penalty prescribed, so the judge 
had no choice.  The good news in all this is 
that there are rules of conduct for municipal 
politicians, and if they choose to arrogantly 
believe that they are entitled to make their 
own rules, there can be consequences.  
The bad news is that a private citizen 
had to do this.  Why could not the Act be 
written so that the Integrity Commissioner, 
the province, or the City of Toronto could 
press charges?  I think the penalty in this 
case was probably too severe, but there 
should also be clarity on who enforces the 
rules about integrity and confl ict of interest 
in municipal politics.

Plasco Fiasco?

Astute readers will recall my kvetching about 
Plasco, the company that supposedly will 
turn our garbage into electricity out at the 
Traill Road Landfi ll. Last year, City Council 
granted Plasco a conditional contract to 
build a full scale plant that would burn up 
to 300 tons of garbage a day.  A year later, 
there is still no sign of construction of a full 
scale plant or fi nalization of the contract.  
The existing pilot plant still operates in fi ts 
and starts, running for a few days at a time.  

So far in 2012 it has burned 7,000 tonnes of 
garbage, which sounds like a lot and is far 
more than the 500 tonnes burned in 2011.  
But it’s peanuts compared to, for example, 
the 55,000 tonnes of compost collected in 
2011.  One wonders how a company with 
such limited success for their product was 
able to procure such a potentially lucrative 
contract - $9 million per year.

Presto Mess-O?

Yes, I am running desperately low on 
rhyming heading questions, but “in for 
a penny…” as they say.  In another blast 
from the past, the Transit Commission 
recently received a report from Metrolinx, 
the provincial agency with whom they’ve 
contracted to provide the “Presto” smart 
card payment system for OC Transpo. As 
you may recall, the system was supposed 
to have been operational last summer, but 
failed spectacularly on its initial roll-out.  It 
turns out that, despite now “functioning as 
expected” according to Metrolinx, Presto 
will be delayed yet again. Instead of a 
full launch in February, another 10,000 
Presto cards will be issued in January to 
more thoroughly test the system, and the 
full system won’t be rolled out until June.  
Apparently it’s working “98-99 percent 
of the time” with the 2000 cards that 
have already been issued, according to 
Metrolinx.  That sounds good, but when 
you think that something like 400,000 
people ride daily on OC Transpo, that’s up 
to 8000 times a day that the reader would 
fail to detect someone’s card.  Presumably 
if that happens the driver would still let you 
ride the bus, but it means, at $2.60 per 
ride, $20,800 a day in lost revenue. 

I guess the Presto card thing will be 
handy if and when it ever works – no 
more standing in line to get a bus pass, 
no more paper wasted on tickets and 
transfers.  You’re supposed to be able to 
buy a monthly pass or load the card with 
money from the Internet.  But convenience 
stores will not be able to load the card, so 
what about people who don’t have access 
to a computer?  They will have to go to OC 
Transpo offi ces, or use self-serve kiosks, 
of which OC Transpo has ordered a grand 
total of seven for the entire city.  Not so 
convenient really.

Hybrid Shmybrid?

I think I’ve achieved a new low in headings 
here.  Anyhoo, you may have read reports 
about OC Transpo replacing the engines 
in its hybrid buses with straight diesel 
engines.  It turns out this is story is not 
entirely about yet another OC Transpo 
management failure.  The company that 
made the hybrid buses doesn’t sell them 
in North America anymore, and as they 
age and the engines wear out, it may not 
be possible to replace them with hybrid 
powertrains, or it may be prohibitively 
expensive.  The hybrids are most effi cient 

on city streets where they must stop and 
start, not on the transitway where they 
travel at relatively high speed and the 
electric motors don’t really help.  However, 
it’s not always possible to schedule them 
for only city street runs. Furthermore, 
diesel engines available today are almost 
as effi cient as the hybrid powertrains 
purchased fi ve years ago.  OC Transpo is 
going to try replacing the hybrid powertrains 
in a few buses with ordinary diesel engines 
when they reach the end of their service 
life as an experiment.  If it doesn’t make 
economic sense they may instead sell the 
buses to some other city that needs more 
stop-and-go street buses.   (Mind you, we’ll 
need plenty of those when the downtown 
transitway is closed for two years to build 
the LRT.)  It’s more complicated than some 
of the media stories which went something 
like “Ha, ha. They’re putting diesel engines 
in their hybrid buses.  Aren’t they dumb for 
buying hybrids?”  Still, the whole episode 
causes one to wonder about OC Transpo.  
If the hybrid buses don’t work well on the 
transitway where most of the buses travel 
at least part of their routes, why buy so 
many of them?  Hopefully this hybrid story 
is a sign that the new management at OC 
Transpo is a little more on the ball than 
their predecessors. 

Submitted by James McLaren

Above: 1995 Summer Fun Day. The 
children are watching fi refi ghters 
demonstrate their huge extension ladder. 
The Summer Fun Days were coordinated 
with the lifeguards at the wading pool. 
We usually had a big BBQ, a soapy 
water slide, games, playing in the wading 
pool and once or twice a petting zoo and 
pony rides. 

Photo provided courtesy of Marion Hall.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Wednesday

Night
Program

FREE!!!
Supervised activities for Kids and Teens

Parents Welcome

Wednesdays-5:30pm to 7pm

Heron Park Community Centre

Heron Park (Heron Road                    
and Clover Street)

                Shinny * Skating Skills              
Games * Logic Puzzles                            

 Homework Help                     
Learning materials, food and drinks   

will be provided

Funding provided by HPCA and 
generous neighbours

Colin MacLean    613-863-5101

cmaclean_esl@yahoo.com

For all your real estate needs, call:

The Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Disorder 
(FASD) in the Park series, which brings fam-
ilies together to share tips, find solutions and 
enjoy an evening in the park, joined members 
of the FASD Coalition of Ottawa for a bar-
beque and a drumming circle in recognition 
of International FASD Awareness Day. The 
event featured Derek DeBeer, drummer, per-
cussionist and songwriter, acclaimed as one 
of the leading performing artists on Sabian 
Cymbals, Pearl Drums, Rim Shot Sticks and 
Remo Skins. Derek, originally from Zimbabwe 
and presently residing in Ottawa, led a lively 
drumming circle.
 

The Coalition would like to thank those who 
attended and found the beat of their drum, 
and a special thanks to the Heron Park com-
munity volunteers.
 

FASD is an umbrella term describing the 
range of effects that can occur in an
individual whose birth mother drank alcohol 
during pregnancy. These effects may include 
physical, mental, behavioural and learning 
disabilities with lifelong implications.
 

Submitted by: Diana Fox

International FASD Awareness Day 
Drumming Event in Heron Park

This is the fifth year of the Wednesday Night 
Program. Sustaining the program has been 
challenging at times, but it continues to be 
a worthwhile community initiative. And it 
continues to evolve.

Back in the summer of 2008, we started out as 
an evening of sports, food and homework help 
for kids, tweens and teens who were sorely 
lacking in constructive, supervised activities 
here in Heron Park. Physical fitness, sports and 
games continue to be the focus. On Wednesday 
nights food is shared with everyone in the park. 
While it’s usually hotdogs and juice boxes in 
the summer-hotdogs and hot chocolate in the 
winter, the food and treats are appreciated by 
all. 

Our start-up funding was a one-time grant of 
$3000 from the City of Ottawa. It took a few 
years to spend it all and we now rely on funding 
from the Heron Park Community Association 
(HPCA) and generous donors near and far. 
Ongoing expenses include food, equipment and 
supplies. Thankfully, volunteers have sustained 
the WNP for the past four seasons and costs 
have been minimized because we haven’t yet 
had to pay for adult supervision. 

Students from Ridgemont HS, Brookfield HS 
and St. Patrick HS have devoted many volunteer 
hours to the WNP and our community. In return, 
they garner valuable experience and add to 
the volunteer hours that they can put towards 
the 40 hours of community service they need 
to graduate from high school. Many of them 
have already exceeded their required hours 
and are simply eager to help out. Their parents 
should be proud. We are certainly grateful. We 
particularly appreciated their help in the fund-

raising events we organized over the summer. 
Without them, the Car Wash BBQ and the Luau 
would not have been such smashing successes.

Over the past couple of years we have acquired 
a decent collection of sports equipment. We now 
have soccer balls, basketballs, and footballs. 
We also invested in a badminton and volleyball 
net with a set of racquets, shuttlecocks, and 
volleyballs to go with it. They are starting to wear 
out and will need to be replaced next summer. 
We have a large collection of ball hockey sticks 
and some goalie gear for street hockey. If you 
have any hockey sticks you would like to donate 
for the shinny season, please drop them off on 
Wednesday night. We are there between 5:30 
and 7 p.m.

With winter quickly approaching, the outdoor 
physical activities will continue, but we will also 
be spending more time indoors on activities 
designed to improve logic, reading, and math 
skills. If your kids and teens are coming out 
for the Wednesday Night Program, please 
encourage them to bring their homework with 
them. We’ll do our best to help.

Many thanks to the ongoing support of the 
HPCA, and friends, family and neighbours—
near and far -- who have kindly donated food, 
supplies and money. A very special thanks to 
the volunteers who give so generously of their 
time. We couldn’t continue the WNP without 
you. 

As my daughter and I become more involved 
with minor hockey, I have had less time to 
devote to the WNP. Thankfully, Randy Paladeau 
has stepped up and taken over much of the 
supervisory responsibilities. The fieldhouse 
has never looked better. Thank you Randy!

Submitted by Colin MacLean

Wednesday Night Program                       
Fall 2012 Report
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HERON PARK TIMELINE - Part 3 
Archival notes and contributions from past presidents

I moved in to Heron Park North in 1990.  As a homeowner I was 
anxious to get to know my neighbours and become involved in the 
community.  Because of its central location and proximity to Billings 
Bridge, the area was beginning to change, intensifi cation seemed to 
be the goal in response to the City’s plan to focus on development 
within the green belt.

One of the fi rst activities I became involved in was the proposed 
development of a multi-level condominium project at 1454 
Clementine Blvd.  A group of concerned citizens banded together 
to oppose this development;  a large condo project to be built on 
a narrow strip of land in an environmentally sensitive area with a 
design that included constructing several units sloping down the 
embankment toward Sawmill Creek.  We were also concerned 
about the increase in density to a neighbourhood that lacked key 
infrastructure at the time, most notably sidewalks along a busy 
piece of Clementine.

We were able to mobilize seniors who lived across the street in the 
already large apartment tower as well as other concerned citizens. 
We wrote to our City councilor and invited councilors from the 
Planning Committee to meet with us and to visit the proposed site.  
In the end, we were able to prevent the development and today 
the land remains undeveloped. Since then other intensifi cation has 
happened near the site but it was a reasonable development of 
several single dwellings.

As the community association formed fresh from this undertaking, 
we realized there was much more to do to help shape the community. 
For example, as an organized community association we were able 
to infl uence a proposal that came to us from the City to build two 
“city living” residences in the neighbourhood.  We worked closely 
with City staff to ensure the buildings suited the neighbourhood in 
terms of height and overall number of units.

Over the ten years I spent in the neighbourhood, and as president for 
a short stint, I worked with committed neighbours to organize winter 
and summer carnivals in the local park, start a Neighbourhood Watch 
Program and have a sidewalk installed along part of Clementine 
Blvd to enhance the safety of the community.

Looking back on this experience, I am still amazed at how a small 
group of dedicated people can make such a big difference at the 
local level.  Congratulations on 25 years of a community association 
in Heron Park! 

Submitted by Bev Davis, Past President of Heron Park Community 
Association, 1990s

Memories of the Heron Park Community

My involvement with the community began many years ago when then Alderman Joan O’Neill called a 
community meeting to discuss options for the park, which was due for its cyclical refurbishment. At the 
time, the park facilities included the windowless fi eld house, the baseball diamond, a swing set and the 
wading pool. There were no trees in the park. Parents expressed concerns about the lack of shade, 
and the fact that there was nowhere for toddlers to play safely out of the way of more boisterous older 
children. The park designers suggested adding a gazebo, some spring toys and new play structures, 
which was done. They encouraged tree-planting, but reminded us that as the trees grew, we might fi nd 
the space too shady in the future. They warned us to cherish the wading pool, as the City of Ottawa 
had begun to install only splash pads in new parks. 

Between 1991 and 2004, I was involved with the community association and I served on the executive 
in various roles for most of that period. The Heron Park North Community Association (HPNCA), 
as it was then called, represented the neighbourhood in many consultations with City Councillors 
and School Trustees, regarding matters ranging from setting up and maintaining the Heron Park 
skating rink, to fi ghting inappropriate real estate developments, and improving traffi c safety in the 
neighbourhood. With help from City Councillors, we arranged for a temporary sidewalk on Clementine 
Ave., a traffi c light at Bank St. for pupils crossing to attend Alta Vista School, and rerouting of traffi c 
away from Clover Ave. Shawn and Wendy O’Connor, Bev Davis and Linda Gama-Pinto, among others, 
were stalwarts on the executive at that time. Neighbours became involved in the protection of Sawmill 
Creek, and in the annual neighbourhood clean-up, sponsored by the community association. They 
also enjoyed fun events arranged by the HPNCA with support from the City of Ottawa such as the 
Winter Carnival and the Summer Fun Day. We encouraged neighbourhood beautifi cation projects, 
including the planting of fl owerbeds and the distribution of tulip bulbs free of charge to our volunteers 
for their homes. We also initiated numerous crime prevention activities, including neighbourhood 
safety audits and Neighbourhood Watch. We were happy to inaugurate the Bruce Timmermans Park 
at the entrance to the community near Bank St. to commemorate safe cycling advocate and Heron 
Park resident, Bruce Timmermans. We also initiated a Heron Park North newsletter for which I wrote, 
took photographs, edited and did layouts. It was published several times a year and delivered by 
volunteers to all households. This was in the days before Facebook, of course. 

Throughout those years, Leo Derome and Tom Sloat took immense pride in the quality of the skating 
rinks they created and maintained as community volunteers. They made great efforts to get the ice 
started as early as possible and keep the rinks going as long as weather conditions allowed, usually 
well beyond the dates required in the City of Ottawa contract. We always had a hockey rink with 
boards, as well as a pleasure rink. At fi rst, Leo and Tom used to build two rectangular rinks side by 
side, and then, after much urging from Leo, a huge oval around the hockey rink became the challenge 
and the tradition. 

It’s nice to know that more improvements to the fi eld house are in the works and that the Heron Park 
Community Association is still serving the area after all these years.

On the left: 
Spring 1994. 
HPNCA 
arranged a bus 
excursion to 
a local sugar 
bush. Families 
involved: 
Sloat, Gignac, 
O’Connor, 
Sénécal and 
others.

About This Page
Some background information is needed here as the 
format has changed from the previous two installments 
of the Heron Park Timeline centre spreads. It’s still the 
timeline, just different. In working to establish contacts 
with past presidents and volunteers, I found a diffi cult 
journey lay before me; so much more material has been 
provided to me - more than could be easilypresented as 
before. I hope you enjoy this adventure into the past as 
much as I have enjoyed emailing and talking to people, 
reading from the archives and writing about it. Perhaps 
it’s a never ending story.     Submitted by Donna Silver
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HERON PARK TIMELINE - Part 3 

“Beyond the business issues related to the need for a traffi c light 
at this location, we have an even greater concerns as parents of 
children who must cross this busy street in order to attend Alta 
Vista Public School. Recent changes to area program boundaries, 
street closures and transportation policies from the Ottawa Carleton 
School Boards have resulted in more children from Heron Park being 
sent to this local school. As the access point for pedestrians coming 
from Heron Park is the footpath in the small lot behind Blockbuster 
Video, they approach Bank St. at a point directly across from Randall 
Ave. Regardless of the traffi c volume, the children (and many adults) 
prefer to make the 

mad dash to the median strip. Currently, the nearest traffi c lights are 
at Kilborn to the north, or Evans to the south. Human nature is such 
that these distances are considered too far, when the destination is 
clearly straight ahead. We want to act now, we do not want to wait 
until there is a serious, or even fatal, accident. This is a location that 
is in our opinion clearly in need of remedial action.”  

Above, is an excerpt of submission to city traffi c and transportation 
committee re installation of traffi c lights at Bank and Randall, written by 
Donna Silver, Past President of Heron Park Community Association.  

Above is an excerpt of a submission to city planning 
committee regarding an application to develop 
an apartment building at 1454 Clementine and 
Ohio in the late 1980s, from the Heron Park North 
Community.

Below, a scanned version of an article from the Ottawa Citizen, Nov. 1992, 
regarding long term plans to prevent future development along Sawmill Creek in 
the Heron Park area, which shows that a community can accomplish their goals 
when they work together. A more legible version will soon be posted on the Heron 
Park website. 

Memories of the Heron Park Community

My involvement with the community began many years ago when then Alderman Joan O’Neill called a 
community meeting to discuss options for the park, which was due for its cyclical refurbishment. At the 
time, the park facilities included the windowless fi eld house, the baseball diamond, a swing set and the 
wading pool. There were no trees in the park. Parents expressed concerns about the lack of shade, 
and the fact that there was nowhere for toddlers to play safely out of the way of more boisterous older 
children. The park designers suggested adding a gazebo, some spring toys and new play structures, 
which was done. They encouraged tree-planting, but reminded us that as the trees grew, we might fi nd 
the space too shady in the future. They warned us to cherish the wading pool, as the City of Ottawa 
had begun to install only splash pads in new parks. 

Between 1991 and 2004, I was involved with the community association and I served on the executive 
in various roles for most of that period. The Heron Park North Community Association (HPNCA), 
as it was then called, represented the neighbourhood in many consultations with City Councillors 
and School Trustees, regarding matters ranging from setting up and maintaining the Heron Park 
skating rink, to fi ghting inappropriate real estate developments, and improving traffi c safety in the 
neighbourhood. With help from City Councillors, we arranged for a temporary sidewalk on Clementine 
Ave., a traffi c light at Bank St. for pupils crossing to attend Alta Vista School, and rerouting of traffi c 
away from Clover Ave. Shawn and Wendy O’Connor, Bev Davis and Linda Gama-Pinto, among others, 
were stalwarts on the executive at that time. Neighbours became involved in the protection of Sawmill 
Creek, and in the annual neighbourhood clean-up, sponsored by the community association. They 
also enjoyed fun events arranged by the HPNCA with support from the City of Ottawa such as the 
Winter Carnival and the Summer Fun Day. We encouraged neighbourhood beautifi cation projects, 
including the planting of fl owerbeds and the distribution of tulip bulbs free of charge to our volunteers 
for their homes. We also initiated numerous crime prevention activities, including neighbourhood 
safety audits and Neighbourhood Watch. We were happy to inaugurate the Bruce Timmermans Park 
at the entrance to the community near Bank St. to commemorate safe cycling advocate and Heron 
Park resident, Bruce Timmermans. We also initiated a Heron Park North newsletter for which I wrote, 
took photographs, edited and did layouts. It was published several times a year and delivered by 
volunteers to all households. This was in the days before Facebook, of course. 

Throughout those years, Leo Derome and Tom Sloat took immense pride in the quality of the skating 
rinks they created and maintained as community volunteers. They made great efforts to get the ice 
started as early as possible and keep the rinks going as long as weather conditions allowed, usually 
well beyond the dates required in the City of Ottawa contract. We always had a hockey rink with 
boards, as well as a pleasure rink. At fi rst, Leo and Tom used to build two rectangular rinks side by 
side, and then, after much urging from Leo, a huge oval around the hockey rink became the challenge 
and the tradition. 

It’s nice to know that more improvements to the fi eld house are in the works and that the Heron Park 
Community Association is still serving the area after all these years.

On the left: 
Spring 1994. 
HPNCA 
arranged a bus 
excursion to 
a local sugar 
bush. Families 
involved: 
Sloat, Gignac, 
O’Connor, 
Sénécal and 
others.

Below: The annual Winter 
Carnival, arranged by the 
Heron Park North Community 
Association, held in February, 
complete with sleigh rides 
through the park and the 
meadow adjoining Sawmill 
Creek. I believe these photos 
were taken in the mid-1990’s.

About This Page
Some background information is needed here as the 
format has changed from the previous two installments 
of the Heron Park Timeline centre spreads. It’s still the 
timeline, just different. In working to establish contacts 
with past presidents and volunteers, I found a diffi cult 
journey lay before me; so much more material has been 
provided to me - more than could be easilypresented as 
before. I hope you enjoy this adventure into the past as 
much as I have enjoyed emailing and talking to people, 
reading from the archives and writing about it. Perhaps 
it’s a never ending story.     Submitted by Donna Silver
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COLUMNS
News From The Rinks
Heron Park Outdoor Rink Report

2013 is going to be a year of change and new challenges for the 
Heron Park Community Association. This fall, Renso Vettoretti 
announced that after many years, his family would be passing the 
torch-or in this case the shovel-to the HPCA to maintain the Kaladar 
Rink. It is now the HPCA’s duty to continue the legacy of excellence 
that the Vettoretti family established. Léo Deromé and his family 
will continue the tradition of a family-run rink here in Heron Park. 
Midori and André have committed to working as Rink Attendants 
and Léo will be doing much of the maintenance. Colin MacLean 
will continue to coordinate volunteers and paid staff. Once again, 
we will be relying on many volunteers and minimum-wage staff to 
help keep the ice at both rinks in the excellent condition we have 
come to expect. If it snows, please come out to help shovel!

As many pedestrian commuters and dog-walkers in Heron Park 
have noted, there are also signifi cant changes to the Heron Park 
rink. The City installed three new light stands at the edge of the 
fi eld at the base of the hill bordering Clover Street. The rink has 
been placed much closer to Clover Street than in years past. We 
will no longer be able to have an oval around our rink. People have 
always walked on the oval ice in the past, but now they will be 
walking across the ice pad we anticipate creating beside the new 
rink boards. Yes, we have NEW rink boards! Wait for next year’s 
rink report. I’m sure there will be plenty to refl ect upon. 

This year, the City of Ottawa will provide the HPCA with $4,700 
to maintain the Heron Park Rink and $4,200 to maintain the 
Kaladar Rink. Any money not spent on materials and maintenance 
will provide us with important funds for community association 
programs and purchases. The rinks will be better, and you’ll help 
raise money for our new community centre.

Annual events on the outdoor rink schedule for Heron Park and 
Kaladar are:

Making the base—this happens whenever we have good snow 
coverage (30 cm or more) and have weather that is consistently 
minus ten degrees Celsius and below at night. It involves as many 
volunteers as possible. Traditionally, Léo Deromé, his family and a 
few hardy volunteers put many unpaid hours into making the base. 
They can always use extra help. 

Opening weekend—usually by mid-January. 

HPCA Winter Carnival 
is usually held on the 
last Saturday in January, 
or one of the fi rst two 
Saturdays in February.

Capital Ward Cup Shinny 
Tournament—hosted by 
Heron Park in its inaugural 
year (2008), it is usually 
held by the second 
weekend in February. 
The tournament includes 
teams representing the 
four neighbourhoods 
of Capital Ward, The 
Glebe, Old Ottawa East 
and Old Ottawa South. 
Regrettably, The Heron 
Park Hackers have never 
won the trophy, but we 
had an historic win last 
year when we hosted 
the tournament for the 
second time. 

Hockey Day In Ottawa/Hockey Day in Canada—Saturday, 
February 09, 2012. We compete with other outdoor rinks in Ottawa 
and across Canada to see who can record the most people playing 
shinny between 1 pm and 2 pm on February 9th.

Spring Melt—Although we try to keep the rink open as long as 
possible, the City of Ottawa’s offi cial closing date is late in February. 
Usually the warm March weather puts an end to all skating before 
March Break.

Annual Rink Operators Appreciation Breakfast—Date to be 
announced. 9:30 to 11:30 Jim Durrell Centre – 1265 Walkley Road

HPCA Community Appreciation Party—usually held after March 
Break and includes all the rink volunteers and everyone in our 
fi ne community who has volunteered for the HPCA over the year. 
Family members of volunteers are also encouraged to join us.

Colin MacLean, Coordinator                                                      
Heron Park and Kaladar Outdoor Rinks

At the recent community association meeting, there was much 
conversation regarding the empty rooms that have been used in 
the past for family activities. Currently, a fl oor to ceiling shelving 
unit, full of toys and games from previous play group activities are 
collecting dust. There was some concern that the space might fi nd 
a better use, and it should be cleaned out.  

Others argued that an effort should be made to alert people to the 
situation before a fi nal decision was made, and the idea of holding 
a March Break ‘camp’ in the fi eld house was also considered. If 
you, or someone you know, would like to restart a playgroup (one 
morning a week) or run a March Break Camp, now would be the 
time to come forward with your ideas. 

A playgroup would be totally run by volunteers, includes organizing 
snacks and craft activities and is generally considered a great way 
for parents and caregivers to meet and share ideas. A March Break 
Camp would require more organizational skills, likely some paid 
staff familiar with running such a program, and a more detailed 
proposal would be necessary. Keeping the space used, and 
providing options for Heron Park families are the goals.

Contact Maritala Robinson to discuss your ideas. She can be 
reached at maritala@sympatico.ca

March Break And/Or Play Group 
In Heron Park Field House?
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COLUMNS
What’s On During December At Alta Vista Library? Lots!                                                    

CHILDREN / ENFANTS
Homework Club / Club de devoirs

Get tutoring and homework help after 
school. Offered in partnership with 
E.A.G.L.E. Centre. Information: 613-797-
4263. Reçoit du tutorat et de l’aide avec 
les travaux scolaires après l’école. Offert 
en collaboration avec E.A.G.L.E. Centre. 
(5:00 - 6:30 pm)

Wednesdays, October 3 - December 19 

Poetry Place/ Atelier de poésie

Learn about different styles of poetry, 
write your own and share it, all in a 
collaborative environment! Jouez avec les 
mots pour approfondir vos connaissances 
des styles de poésie. Composez et 
partagez avec vos amis!

Saturday, December 1 (2:00 - 3:00 pm)

Samedi, le 1 décembre (14h - 15h)

Here we are together, together... / Ici, on 
est ensemble, ensemble...

Family stories and crafts. Ages 4-8. 
Registration./ Contes et bricolage sur la 
famille. Pour les 4 à 8 ans. Inscription. 

Saturday, December 8 (2:00 – 2:45)

Samedi, le 8 décembre (14h - 14h45)

A Winter’s tale

Winter is a wonderful time of the year. 
Help us celebrate it with stories, songs 
and a craft. Registration. Ages 6-10. 

Saturday, December 15 (2:00 - 2:45 pm)

STORYTIMES / CONTES
Babytime / Bébés à la biblio - Session 2

Stories, rhymes and songs for babies 
and a parent or caregiver. 0-18 months. 
/ Contes, rimes et chansons pour les 
bébés et un parent ou gardien. 0-18 mois.

Mondays, November 12 – December 
10 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration 
required)

Les lundis, le 12 novembre – 10 
décembre (10h30 – 11h) (Aucune 
inscription requise)

Storytime / Contes - Session 2

Stories, rhymes, and songs for 
preschoolers and a parent or caregiver. 
Ages 3-6. / Contes, rimes et chansons 
pour les enfants préscolaires et un parent 
ou gardien. Pour les 3-6 ans.

Tuesdays, November 13 – December 
11 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration 
required)

Les mardis, 13 novembre – 11 décembre 
(10h30 – 11h) (Aucune inscription 
requise)

Toddlertime / Tout-petits à la biblio - 
Session 2

Stories, rhymes and songs for babies 
and a parent or caregiver. 18-36 months. 
/ Contes, rimes et chansons pour les 
tout-petits et un parent ou gardien. Pour 
les 18-36 mois.

Wednesdays, November 14 – December 
12 (10:30 – 11:00 am) (No registration 

required)

Les mercredis, 14 novembre – 12 
décembre (10h30 – 11h) (Aucune 
inscription requise)

TEENS /ADOLESCENTS
Step Up

It's time to break out your moves on the 
dance floor. Registration. Ages 13 - 18. 

Thursday, December 6 (6:00 - 7:30 pm) 

Gifts in a Jiffy / Cadeaux sans soucis

Make some last minute gifts for yourself 
or a friend. Ages 13-18. / Cherchez-vous 
un cadeau de dernière minute? Créez-un! 
Pour les 13 -18. 

Tuesday, December 18 (6:00 - 7:30 pm)

Mardi, le 18 décembre (18h – 19h30)

N.B.  Registration for  programs starts 
on September 12. / L’inscription  des 
programmes commence le 12 septembre. 
/Registration for all programs requires a 
valid OPL library card for each registrant./
Toutes les personnes qui souhaitent 
s’inscrire à des programmes doivent être 
titulaires d’une carte valide de la BPO.

The Alta Vista Library is located at 2516 
Alta Vista Dr.  For more information, 
please call 613-737-2837, ext. 26 / La 
bibliothèque Alta Vista est située au  
2516, promenade Alta Vista. Pour de 
plus amples renseignements, veuillez 
composer le 613-737-2837, poste 26.

I recently met up with Annette Facette 
(nee Berthiaume) at a local coffee shop to 
discuss her family’s role in the development 
of Heron Park. She grew up here when it 
was in its infancy, when the Berthiaumes 
were transitioning from  their life as farmers 
to developers. They owned property that 
was bounded by the CPR tracks on the 
east, Brookfield Road on the south, Sawmill 
Creek to the west and Heron Road on the 
north. Many of you have passed by the 
brick building at the corner of Kaladar and 
Heron that is now home to an insurance 
company and may have wondered why 
it looks so different from the rest of the 
housing in the area. Well, it was once the 
Berthiaume family home. It was smaller, 
and covered in wood siding, and has many 
fond memories for the Berthiaume family. 
It has gone through a few changes over 
time, and when it was being considered for 
demolition, the request was denied and the 
current building is the result. It could be that 
this is the last standing evidence of farming 
in this area, and might be something that 
the community wishes to consider seeking 
heritage designation for. Some of the 

pictures accompanying this story are from 
the front entrance and side porch of the old 
farmhouse. 

Annette did not grow up in the farmhouse, 
but one of the ‘new’  houses south of 
Heron and recalls the hike though the 
muddy fields to St. Aquinas school, on the 
east side of Bank. The concrete stairs just 
south of the train and bus bridges on Bank 
Street are all that remain now, but back 
then it was as overpopulated as most other 
schools in Ottawa. 

The farms in the area began to be 
surrounded by Ottawa’s commercial 
growth on Bank Street and residential 
growth in the Alta Vista and Billings Bridge 

areas in the late 1940s. The building that 
is now known as O’Brien’s Pub and Eatery 
was once a small grocer selling area 
farmer’s produce among other items. The 
business was also being squeezed by the 
pressures of the three large grocers who 
had set up shop on Bank Street: Dominion 
was located where the Shopper’s Drug 
Mart is now at Bank and Heron; A & P was 
located where Local Heroes and Royal 
Bank is now; and, an IGA was just north of 
the train tracks (no transitway then) where 
the white highrise building is. The small 
grocer became a convenience store, and 
operated for many years until Heron Road 
was expanded to four lanes. The building 
has been a restaurant ever since, changing 
from a pizza joint until its current role as 
neighbourhood pub was established.

Photo from the front drive of the farmhouse 
showing an active abattoir on Kaladar (the 
small white building) and the gas storage tanks 
that were part of the City Works Yard on the 
north side of Heron Road in the background, 
on the right. The City site remains empty.  
   Continued on page 11

The Berthiaume History In Heron Park                                                  
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Constituency Office/ 
Bureau de circonscription 

1883, rue Bank Street 
Ottawa (Ontario) 

K1V 7Z9 

David McGuinty, M.P. 

My office provides information  
on the services offered by the  

Government of Canada, including: 

Hard Work—Dedication—Public Service                                                           Travail acharné —  Dévouement — Service à la population 

     Member of Parliament—Ottawa South                 Député-Ottawa-Sud 

 le Régime de pensions du Canada;  
 la Sécurité de la vieillesse; 
 le Supplément de revenu garanti; 
 les occasions d’affaires; 
 les demandes de renseignements relatives à la             

citoyenneté; 
 le passport canadien; 
 les questions d’immigration; 
 les options de financement; 
 les prêt aux étudiants; et 
 les questions sur l’impôt. 

 The Canada Pension Plan; 
 Old Age Security; 
 Guaranteed Income Supplement; 
 Small Business Assistance; 
 Citizenship Inquiries; 
 Canadian Passports; 
 Immigration Matters; 
 Grants & Funding; 
 Students Loans; and 
 Taxation Issues. 

If I can ever be of assistance to you, 
please contact my office. 

David  
McGuinty 

Tel/Tél: 613-990-8640 
Fax/Télec: 613-990-2592 

Email/Courriel: David.McGuinty@parl.gc.ca 
Website/Site Web: www.davidmcguinty.ca 

Mon bureau vous renseigne sur les services  
offerts par le  

gouvernement du Canada, notamment: 

Si jamais je peux vous aider, n’hésitez pas à 
contacter mon bureau. 

      Season’s Greetings!                    Meilleurs voeux! 

Positive changes put Heron Park on right path

It has been quite a year in Heron Park! This time last year, many 
residents were upset over plans to install outdoor go-cart tracks 
at the new Midway location on Kaladar Avenue. Thankfully, we 
were able to get a zoning control bylaw approved by Council to 
ensure that the new zoning recommendations outlined in the 
Bank Street Community Design Plan (CDP) were applied in 
advance of the CDP’s approval this past summer.  

The CDP provides a vision for Heron Park’s future, with 
recommendations to improve pedestrians and cycling networks 
throughout the community, and a redesign of Bank Street to 
make it safer and more attractive to all users.  

Some of these suggestions are now materializing. The City is 
allocating $265,000 to install a sidewalk along the south side of 
Brookfi eld Rd., which will connect existing multiuse pathways 
at either end of the street. Budget 2012 also promises funds 
for the Sawmill Creek pathway, which will greatly enhance the 
multiuse pathway network for local residents.

With these two new links, the timing is perfect for a joint project 
with OC Transpo, the City and the Heron Park Community 
Association to create a mural under the Brookfi eld overpass, 
to liven up the area and discourage tagging. We hope to have 
this initiative approved by the beginning of “painting season” 
next spring.

Traffi c — particularly speeding on Clementine Blvd. and 
motorcycle racing on the Heron/Data Centre loop — continues 
to be an issue in Heron Park. Thanks to the hard work of Adam 
Dodd and Marney Atkinson, the petition to reduce the speed 
limit to 40 km/h on Clementine was successful, and new speed 
signs have been installed. I have also invested in a speed board 
to be rotated through Capital Ward. It will show drivers the 
posted speed alongside their actual speed, and will collect data 
that can be used to warrant speed stings and traffi c calming 
measures in problematic areas.

Finally, many Heron Park residents would love to see a new 
community centre. I recently met with City staff to discuss how 
to accomplish this through the Strategic Initiatives funding 
program. We are now trying to get the feasibility study and 
design identifi ed as a priority in Budget 2014. Neighbourhoods 
with high community involvement through fundraising initiatives 
rank higher on the approval scoring, so let’s get the ball rolling! 

The next few years should prove to be an exciting time of 
change in Heron Park, and I look forward to working with you 
every step of the way.

Councillor David Chernushenko | www.capitalward.ca
613-580-2487 | David.Chernushenko@Ottawa.ca

Your Small Business

Ad Could Be HERE

If you live in Heron Park, and have 
a small home-based business, 
contact donnasilver@mac.com 

to learn about our
special community prices.
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  Rob Campbell, OCDS Trustee 
  Zone 9, Rideau-Vanier/Capital
  rob@ocdsvzone9.ca  613 323-7803

OCDSB News 
Bill 115 and Current Questions of Principle

Recently the Board, including yours truly, endorsed a motion 
asking the Province to repeal Bill 115. This Bill short-circuits normal 
collective bargaining and imposes conditions on both Federations 
and Boards which neither would naturally seek. Given that the 
unions had already publicly accepted a zero % increase, this Bill 
was not necessary. It is a real trick to alienate Unions and School 
Boards at the same time! 

The Bill has yielded a more difficult labour relations climate. It is 
being challenged in the courts by the unions and Boards across 
Ontario now have called for repeal (Toronto, Hamilton, other). 

PS - I have asked that senior staff look to develop a central 
volunteers pool to help schools without the volunteers some 
schools enjoy during this period of labour unrest, but also perhaps 
as an enduring silver lining coming out of the current labour unrest 
period also. I will be following up.

Alternative Ed Market Demand Survey 

Readers may recall that two years ago there was a program 
review of our elementary alternative program. The decision was 
to keep it and sharpen its tenets, and roll out its benefits to other 
programs as appropriate. This program is effectively an OCDSB 
Montessori-light and is offered at only a handful of schools inside 
the Greenbelt as a legacy offering of the old Ottawa Board of 
Education, from before amalgamation into the OCDSB in 1998. 

One of the amendments I got through two years ago was to direct

the development of a market demand survey for it outside the 
Greenbelt. This has been a sore spot for many years: this is the 
*only* program we do not provide equitable access to, and indeed 
presently only to those within the Greenbelt. 

I am excited to report that this survey *finally* is going to take 
place this winter. Existing sites might move, sites might be added 
or catchments changed as a result but at least we are on track to 
correcting a historical inequity. 

English Program Stakeholders Discussion  

As a result of an accommodations review in the Glebe area a 
year or so ago, I moved a motion to direct that staff hold a central 
discussion table with District stakeholders to discuss ideas related 
to the decline in enrolments in the English elementary program. 
Some schools have very few enrolled in English beyond grade 3. 
These are excellent programs and have a lot of support however 
our French Immersion programs have grown a lot. 

Again, while progress at the Board can be agonizing, I am assured 
that this school year we will finally have these discussions: How 
can these programs be better supported? How does one reverse a 
spiral, or should one? Is this creating two-tier education? Should we 
look at consolidating some sites to yield healthy program numbers 
at fewer sites? This general issue is, in my view, the elephant in 
the room people would rather not grapple with when it comes to 
programming, accommodations, resource allocations and other 
planning. 

Extended Day Advisory Body 

This school year has also seen the first meetings of the new 
community-based advisory committee to the Board on the 
Extended Day: the before / after school Board-managed day care 
offering required by the Province. It is interim and its first task, as 
per my motion, is for it to advise on a permanent structure. Daycare 
provision is a brand new animal for the OCDSB and it is important 
that stakeholder voices are heard.     

If you have a suggestion or a concern then please contact me via 
rob@ocdsbzone9.ca or at 323-7803. Meeting and document info 
available at www.ocdsb.ca

Berthiaume: Continued from page 9

The property across Heron Road from 
the Berthiaume farm was purchased for 
development. McLaren’s field, as it was 
then known, ran from Heron Road to the 
rear yards of what is now Apolydor Ave. 
Development was fast, the Berthiaume 
family created the subdivision known as 
Heron Park, and subdivided this into many 
lots, some of which were sold to finance 
the construction. They built all the single 
family bungalows that dominate a good 
portion of the community, while other 
small developers built the semi-detached 
and triplex housing that sprinkle the 
neighbourhood. The development started 
at the north end, and quickly engulfed the 
whole area. Some of you already know 
this, but for those who don’t, Annette 
provided the following: Clementine (her 
paternal grandmother), Guertin, (the family 
lawyer), Gilles (a first cousin), Aldea (one 
of her uncles mother-in-law’s first name), 
Apolydor (her paternal grandfather), and 
Richard (her paternal uncle). Other street 
name sources were not identified.

Suddenly, there were families everywhere. 
There were more kids to play with on one 

city block than there had previously been 
for the entire community. Schools couldn’t 
keep up. The city built Heron Park and 
the field house to accommodate baseball, 
the sport of the day, and it was often a 
place where young folks gathered in the 
evenings, after the ball games were over. 
Parental concerns lead to the creation of 
Lamoureux, Heron Park and St. Victor’s 
schools, on the last farm property in 
the area, where evening activities were 
provided as alternatives. All that remains 
as evidence of a different time and 
place now are the altered Berthiaume 
farmhouse, the once small grocer, the 
mysterious concrete stairs and ghosts of 
the CPR line. 

Remembering all the details of growing up 
in a neighbourhood under construction, 
transitioning from a rural setting into an 
urban community is not an experience 
that most of us share, and I am grateful to 
Annette for taking the time to recount what 
that time was like, for us to appreciate.

Photos courtesy Annette Facette

Submitted by Donna Silver

Photo above shows empty fields along Kaladar 
near Heron Road from Bank Street, with abattoir 
on the left and City Work Yards on the right. 

Photo below of a typical bungalow in the new 
Heron Park community, Annette’s family home.
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Combination   
Specials

Medium Pepperoni Pizza
20 wings

Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$31.95 (+ tax)

- OR -
Medium Pizza, one topping

Pitcher of House Draught Beer
$24.95 (+ tax)

Mon - Thurs     4pm to closing

(Dine In Only)

1145 Heron Road 
Ottawa ON K1V 6B5

Tel:  613-731-8752 / 613-731-8758

O’Brien’s Pub Hours:  
Monday- Saturday 11 am - 1 am

Sunday 12 pm - 11 pm

Pizza Special
         

      

K a r a o k e 

Fridays & 

Saturdays

Darts
Sports on our Giant Screen

  Paid advertising

         

One of the real joys of the
Holiday Season is the

 opportunity to say Thank You
and to wish you the very
best for the New Year

  

Cedars and Company Hours
9 am - 10 pm
7 days a week

Combination or 
Hawaiian             

Medium $14.50 (+tax)                    

Large $15.50 (+tax)                                   

Includes 2 canned 
soft drinks

Pick Up Special
Large Pepporoni Pizza $9.99 

Take Out Only

THE HERON PARK HERALD WINTER 2012PAGE 12


